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Newsletter of the Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society
For Miami-Dade County and the Florida Keys
Mission: To champion Florida’s native plants and their habitats.
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Chapter calendar
See https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/ for activities of the Dade Chapter (and all FNPS)

Oct. 12: Field trip to Bill Sadowski Park - birding and botanizing

* Oct. 18: Workday at Everglades National Park — may be postponed due to government shutdown
Oct. 18: Yard visit in Coral Gables — please register
Oct. 28: Meeting at Pinecrest Gardens and online

Nov. 15: Field trip to Upper Keys sites
Nov. 20: Give Miami Day
Nov. 25: Meeting at Pinecrest Gardens and online

In this issue:
October meeting / Field trips / Yard Visit
News and volunteer opportunities from the Dade Chapter and our friends
Online Store Plant of the Month: “Swamp Milkweed, Asclepias incarnata”
Pine Rockland News

N
%, DADE CHAPTER MEETING
Tuesday, October 28, 2025, 7:30 — 9:00 PM

Pinecrest Gardens, 11000 SW 57 Ave. (Red Road), Miami
Free - All are invited

Come early or stay late to enjoy refreshments, socialize and browse the merchandise and raffle tables. Plants for sale might also be
available. The raffle follows the program. The program is also live-streamed and recorded on YouTube. Check out our online store in
advance for plants, shirts, mugs and tote bags, and pick up pre-orders at the meeting.

What Makes a Hammock a Hotspot?
Migratory Bird Habitat Preferences in Urban Miami
- Noah Frade, Field Biologist, Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden

Migratory songbirds are abundant in South Florida yet their populations are declining at alarming rates across North America. This talk
will give a brief overview of local migratory songbird ecology and then delve into the findings of Noah's thesis project which
investigated their habitat preferences in urban hammock fragments in Miami.
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Noah is a Miami native and nature lover since childhood. He started birdwatching at age 11 and
remains an avid "birder" and bird photographer to this day. Noah graduated from the University
of Florida with a bachelor’s degree in Forest Resources and Conservation in 2021 and just
completed a master’s degree in Environmental Studies from FIU in April, 2025. In 2021 he was
hired by Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden
as a Field Biologist and has worked with
their native plant conservation team since
then.

* Refreshments: You are invited to bring
light finger foods and to help set up and

2 clean up afterwards. Questions? Contact
Karina, 305-490-1677 or kmgxoxo@me.com).

Black and white warbler —
« Raffle contributions: Thank you for your native plants or plant-related items!
PLEASE LABEL EACH PLANT with at least the common name written on
paper, tape or stake (more info is encouraged).

* Online viewing: www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-OsAX2KsRYQ6X5A. You will see only the computer-based portions of
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the meeting, with the presentation starting about 8:00, after announcements and plant raffle discussion. Chat will be enabled. We regret
that circumstances sometimes arise that prevent online viewing and thus recording.

* Watch past presentations: Use the YouTube link above or at DadeFNPS.org (at bottom of home page), Click Videos or Live for all
available recordings.

* Questions: DadeFNPS@gmail.com

* November 25 presentation: Students from Jose Marti MAST 6-12 Academy will present on their latest research in collaboration
with Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden on the effects of seed age on germination of Harrisia fragrans, the native Caribbean
applecactus.

FIELD TRIPS
(Also find details on the calendar at https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/)

Bill Sadowski Park — Birding and Botanizing
Sunday October 12, 2025

Time, address and directions are in the newsletter mailed to members. Please join to enjoy all the activities of the chapter.

This county park contains a protected natural area with primarily rockland hammock plant community and some pine rockland in off-
trail areas. The shady hammock has abundant native fruiting trees and shrubs, such as Florida strangler fig and wild coffee, and for this
reason the park is a very good location to see migratory birds. This walk will be a mix of birdwatching and observing native plants
which birds typically use. We will tour the property during peak fall migration season, and it will be possible to see 20-30 species of
migratory birds during our walk. If you would like to study beforehand, focus on warblers as they are the most abundant family we will
encounter. Black-throated Green Warbler
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<« Do you know who is checking out what?

Leader: Noah Frade, Field Biologist, Fairchild Tropical Botanic
Garden

Difficulty: Easy to Moderate. We will walk the nature trails, which
can be rocky and uneven.

Bring/Wear: Sturdy closed-toed shoes, sun and mosquito
protection, water to drink. A walking stick could be handy if you
need extra stability on uneven terrain. Binoculars are a must if you
want to spot birds! A camera, bird field guide, botanical loupe, and small notebook might be useful.

Notes: This trip will be a lead-up to Noah’s October 28 presentation, “What Makes a Hammock a
Hotspot? Migratory Bird Habitat Preferences in Urban Miami”. Please leave pets at home. Restrooms will
be opened at 8:30.

Photos by Noah Frade.

Florida Keys Wildlife and Environmental Area Upper Keys sites: Off the beaten path
Saturday, November 15

Time, address and directions are in the newsletter mailed to members. Please join to enjoy all the activities of the chapter.

We will visit Snake Creek Hammock in Islamorada and Dove Creek Quarry Hammock in Tavernier.

Leader: Ryan Hess, Biological Scientist, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC). Ryan helps manage all of the
FWC properties from Key Largo to Big Coppitt Key, collectively known as the Florida Keys Wildlife and Environmental Area, which
total 5,914 acres. He is also a member of FNPS.

Difficulty: Moderate. Mostly easy walking along trails through the hammocks and off-trail through level but uneven terrain. You may
encounter sun, poisonwood foliage, thorns, ants, spider webs, and mosquitoes (addressed by covering up and being observant).
Bring/wear: Plenty of water, snacks, binoculars (optional). Wear a broad-brimmed hat, sunscreen, long pants and sleeves, and solid
shoes (not sandals). A walking stick can provide added stability if needed.

Notes:

* No restrooms (bushes available or stop on the way).

* Allow extra time for travel and restroom stop if needed.

* Please sign the FNPS Waiver & Release of Liability form upon arrival.
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* Collecting is not allowed. Field trips are for the study and enjoyment of nature.
* Please do not bring pets.
* If you’re going out for lunch afterwards, you might bring a clean change of clothes.

Dade Chapter’s iNaturalist Project: Add your DCFNPS field trip nature photos to iNaturalist for inclusion in our project to help us
showcase the amazing biodiversity we find! Upload your photos via the iNaturalist website (www.inaturalist.org) or app. Then you can
add them to "Florida Native Plant Society- Dade Chapter Field Trips". See how here.

YARD VISIT: A FULLY NATIVE GARDEN IN CORAL GABLES
Saturday, October 18, 2025, 10:00 AM

On this yard visit, we will see the garden of a DCFNPS member. This homeowner started with a completely blank slate a few years
ago. She transformed her yard into a beautiful example of what can be done using a very large number of different native plants.
Staying longer after the tour is encouraged.

* Who is invited: Dade Chapter members and a guest. If you are not a current member, please join or rejoin FNPS before you register.
* Registration: Email Daniela Champney at d_champney@yahoo.com. Please include (1) the name of each member registering; (2)
whether you are bringing a guest (a nonmember family member or friend). Please use “Yard visit” in the subject line.

* Other details: A few days before the event, you will receive a response with the address and parking info. Please bring your own
water. If you are sensitive to mosquitoes, cover up or bring repellant, just in case. No pets, please. For questions, please contact
Daniela.

* How to join or rejoin FNPS: https://www.fnps.org/home or call FNPS at 321-271-6702.

% DADE CHAPTER and FNPS NEWS

Volunteer opportunity! The Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Program will have an Environmental Education Forum at
their volunteer day at Hattie Bauer Hammock (the former Orchid Jungle), Wednesday, November 5, 9 AM- noon. DCFNPS and other
organizations will provide opportunities for the participants (mostly students but also adults) to learn about what these organizations
care about and do. The participants will do exotics clearing in the hammock and take breaks to visit the education tables. Our
volunteers do not need expertise in native plants but should like to interact with teens. (And you can also help in the hammock if you
want!) If you might be able to help with DCFNPS, please contact Patty Phares (pharespl@gmail.com).

- Harley Guerra, DCFNPS Education and Outreach Chair

Chapter Volunteer Workdays at Everglades National Park’s Coe Visitor Center (approximately every other month on a Saturday
morning). Our workday planned for Oct. 18, 9AM-noon, will be postponed if the park is still not staffed due to the shutdown.
Volunteers already on our list will be contacted by email when we know more.

If you are a potential new volunteer: Please contact Patty (pharespl@gmail.com) for details, questions and to be added to our
volunteer list. Non-members and students are also invited.

We weed, prune, clean up, answer questions from visitors, and enjoy our fellow volunteers. Knowledge of native plants is not a
prerequisite. The work is not difficult but is greatly appreciated by ENP! Afterwards you can enter the park for free.

Welcome new Dade Chapter members! Lourdes Gonzalez-Zenoz (Full-time Educator), Melanie Ferber, Kealy Porter, Jonathan
Michael Carcache (student), Clary Cabal, Jose Suarez, and Carlos Firpi and Daniella Fernandez (305gardens Business Membership)
Thank you to all who renewed recently. We greatly appreciate your ongoing support, interest and participation.

Dade Chapter Plant Store
Our online store (https:/store.dade.fnpschapters.org/) is constantly expanding and replenishing out-of-stock species. Check the site
often for new species from more habitats. Pick up plants at the nursery in Pinecrest or at a meeting, or arrange delivery.
New shopping opportunity at chapter meetings: We expect to have a small selection of plants available for purchase at upcoming
meetings.

Plant of the Month: Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata)
By Raul Moas

Swamp Milkweed is a long-lived fast-growing perennial that in nature inhabits moist or wet soils through much of the eastern and
central U.S. Mature at 2-3 years. Its multiple stems reach 3+ feet in height and bear umbels of pink-toned inflorescences in spring and
summer, which are frequented by many medium and large butterflies, including Monarchs and Queens, which also use the plant for their
caterpillars. It grows and flowers best in full or partial sunlight, and often naturally dies back to ground level after seed set, resprouting
from the underground root system.

Despite its name, it does not need standing water or even boggy ground to flourish, but soil should be kept moist and not be allowed
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to dry out. It will prosper even in shallow standing water, and hence it is also ideal in or next to a water feature.

Plant Swamp Milkweed where the ground will maintain at least moderate
moisture, and water daily for 2 weeks; thereafter, keep soil from drying
out. It flowers best in sunny areas and responds well to slow-release or
water-soluble fertilizer. Expect natural die-back, with re-sprouting within 2
to 12 weeks (this is normal).

Just a few Monarch and Queen caterpillars can defoliate a mature plant. If
you are growing the plants for their flowers, the caterpillars can be
controlled by spraying with Bacillus thuringiensis ("Thuricide", or "Bt"),
which targets butterfly and moth caterpillars that eat the leaves, but is not
toxic to adult butterflies, other wildlife, or people. Plants sold from the
DCFNPS online store are not pre-treated with Bt and are thus susceptible to
caterpillars.

If this popular species is “sold out”, keep checking, as more are
frequently added to inventory.

Photo by Mary Keim

OTHER NEWS and ACTIVITIES

Dade Native Plant Workshop. See www.nativeplantworkshop.com Oct. 21,5 p.m. A spooky pre-Halloween workshop field trip to
Pinewoods Cemetery. Cemeteries are great places to look at plants - discover why if you dare! Old hands and new learners are
encouraged to come — and it’s free!

2T¥ Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Program Volunteer days. Register online here. For questions: 305-372-6687 or
= eel@miamidade.gov. Read more about EEL and the volunteer program here.

Sat., Oct. 25,9 a.m.-noon: Crandon Preserve on Key Biscayne (Coastal Strand and Dune Restoration).

Wed., Nov. 5, 9 a.m.-noon: Hattie Bauer Hammock (Environmental Education Forum). /DCFNPS will participate with an
education booth — can you help? See Dade Chapter News above.|

Fri., Nov. 14, 3-6 p.m.: Larry and Penny Thompson Preserve (Urban Forest Habitat Restoration) /You can join in - see the Pine
Rockland News article below.]

" : BACK TO NATURE BASH
4h Arnsud REEi S The Institute for Regional Conservation fundraiser (and fun!)
%llt‘;;:;:lu(“;::::mtmn October 17, 2025. 5:00-9:00 PM at the Delray Beach Historical Society.

BACE TO m{ﬂm ASH Do you use the IRC’s free Online Resources “Natives For Your Neighborhood” or the

“Floristic Inventory of South Florida”? How about guides for planting a hammock or pineland

Reconnect with nature...cnjoy creative

bites, beer, wine, specialty cocktals, music. | jn your yard? Have you ever admired a nearby natural area restoration? There’s a good
Shent Auctionl, Tebvis, Surprises il
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FROM 500 PM - 300 PM

chance the IRC had a hand or influenced it in some way. Many organizations, including
DCFNPS, use IRC resources regularly.

. Ddlray Beach Historical Society A
3NE st St Debay Beach. Pl 33444, SN Ty

Come enjoy the party, learn more about the IRC, meet the staff, and help ensure that IRC’s
resources and services will be available to the community long into the future.

Learn more and buy tickets at https://www.regionalconservation.org/ircs/Events.asp

It’s only an hour drive from Dade!

Castellow Hammock Preserve & Nature Center update.

Because of Miami-Dade County’s financial belt-tightening, Castellow has lost much of its budget. Beginning October 13, the park will
be staffed only during a new Wednesday home-school program, EcoAdventures and special programs. The building will be closed to
the public except during programming. The gate should be open every day 9AM-5PM. Hummingbirds and other birds are back

and butterflies are always there! Restrooms should be open on weekends. Camp Hummingbird will continue in the summer. Eric King
is promoted to Interpretive Programs Manager for Miami-Dade Parks EcoAdventures (congratulations, Eric!) Other park staff will be
assigned to another park, but Angelina will return during programming.

Eric said in his email newsletter in September 2024: “Where do we go from here? In the five years since reopening the nature center,
we've done so much: Created a whole lot of unique and successful programs, built up our sessional camps to be (almost) profitable,
curated a butterfly & hummingbird garden that is bustling with our species counts getting larger and larger...” DCFNPS, the Dade
Native Plant Workshop, Miami Blue NABA and others had a long and happy history with Castellow. Some of our favorite botanists and
our chapter founder Joyce Gann worked there. We hope that this partial closure is a short bump in the road of "where do we go from
here", or just a somewhat different road from before, but still going in the right direction.

Thank you to Eric and his staff for making Castellow Hammock Nature Center such a beautiful and welcoming place for both people
and wildlife!
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PINE ROCKLAND NEWS
* Restorations in Miami-Dade County Preserves
* 2024 Regional Recovery Champion Award

¢ If you have driven by Larry and Penny Thompson Pineland Preserve (“Larry and Penny”) in recent weeks, you may have thought you
were in the wrong place! A huge bare field at the corner of SW 184" Street and SW 127" Avenue exists where for decades there was an
impenetrable thicket of Brazilian pepper and other exotics and construction rubble. The disturbance of the ground in its past condition
and from the clearing has made it unsuitable for restoration to pine rockland, but it will become a beautiful rockland hammock.
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Also at Larry and Penny, a restoration in 2024 removed a large ticket of exotics west of the mango grove, near the north end of SW
127h Avenue. A year after planting, it is now thriving with grasses, wildflowers, shrubs and young pines, with its limestone substrate
intact. Check it out!

¢ Portions of Miami Dade County's Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Preserves at Zoo Miami, Larry and Penny, Florida
City Pineland, Palms Pineland, and Boystown Pineland are undergoing intensive restoration in partnership with the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC). FWCC's Invasive Plant Management Section (IPMS) is the lead agency in Florida
responsible for coordinating and funding a statewide program controlling invasive upland plants on public conservation lands
throughout the state. The work furthers excellent restoration work done by local government.

You can participate in conservation work at Larry and Penny with the EEL program on Friday, November 14, 3 to 6 PM, for
an Urban Forest Habitat Restoration project. This event provides an opportunity for students at Robert Morgan High School to work in
the small portion of Richmond Pineland on school property, while volunteers and county staff work in the adjacent portion of Larry and
Penny and share resources with the students. Please sign up here or call 305-372-6687

¢ Camp Choee is undergoing the final stages of intensive restoration. This is part of Richmond Pineland tract, purchased by Miami-
Dade County from Girl Scouts of Tropical Florida in 2022. Until acquisition by the county it was the only continually privately owned
part of the Richmond Pine Rockland complex, and it is the only piece of the complex east of the Florida Turnpike Extension. The initial
invasive species contract was an FWCC IPMS project. Subsequent projects include hardwood removal and pine thinning along with
removal of sabal palms. Currently ongoing is removal of debris largely associated with Hurricane Andrew. Activities at the site have
included the public via Citizens for a Better South Florida TREE Leader program, Girl Scouts of Tropical Florida, and Fairchild
Tropical Botanic Garden’s Native Plant Network.

Take a quick glance at Camp Choee to the east from the Turnpike as you drive by, south of SW 152! Street, opposite WoodSpring
Suites to the west. Prescribed burn coming soon!

Pine Rocklands Conservation Team Wins 2024 Regional Recovery Champion Award
Federal Award Highlights Power of Teamwork in Southeast

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has awarded a 2024 Regional Recovery Champion Award for the southeastern United States to the
Pine Rocklands Conservation Team, a public-private partnership dedicated to protecting and restoring South Florida’s critically
endangered pine rocklands ecosystem.

The Pine Rocklands Recovery Team is composed of public and nonprofit partners. The public partners include Miami-Dade County
Environmentally Endangered Lands Program, Zoo Miami and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Florida Ecological Services Field Office
Pine Rockland Recovery Team. The nonprofit partners are Bat Conservation International, Center for Biological Diversity, Fairchild
Tropical Botanic Garden, The Institute for Regional Conservation, The Nature Conservancy and Tropical Audubon Society.
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The Fish and Wildlife Service acknowledged that the team’s “tireless efforts to collaboratively work to recover this significantly
important ecosystem in a challenging, highly fragmented urban landscape has changed the trajectory of this ecosystem and its rare
species.”

The conservation partners accomplished this significant recovery work through countless hours of managing and restoring pine
rocklands by: controlling invasive species; applying prescribed fire in challenging locations; expanding populations of endangered
plants; enlarging the spatial extent of pinelands; developing restoration protocols and guidance; submitting data on petitioned and listed
species; reviewing recovery documents; organizing and facilitating meetings; and increasing the visibility and awareness of pine
rocklands locally, nationally and globally.

The Service noted that the team’s novel approach to species recovery focuses on ecosystem restoration, management and conservation
and makes species recovery as efficient, cost effective and successful as possible.

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and X.
Check out the DadeFNPS website and our Online Plant & Merchandise Store. *
Linktree/dcfnps for DCFNPS has all our links (plus some for FNPS) in one place.

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS AND NON-PROFIT MEMBERS
and other businesses who support FNPS and DCFNPS at a higher level.

Their interest in native plants and extra financial support are much appreciated and helpful to the mission of FNPS and the chapter.
They also promote FNPS and may contribute in other ways through event participation, presentations, articles, field trips, donations and
more. Thank you from all of us!

Casaplanta Garden Center www.casaplantamiami.com/

Curtis & Rogers Design Studio, Inc. www.curtisrogers.com/

Everglades Nursery www.plantant.com/nursery-availability/1010497/everglades-nursery-brokers-inc

Green Explorers Academy greenexplorersacademy.com/

Institute for Regional Conservation www.regionalconservation.org/

Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Gardens www.keywest.garden/

LandscapeDE www.landscapede.com/

Leafwing (native container gardens) www.leafwing.com/

NaMa Native Landscapes www.namaprojects.con/ and Flora of Miami Garden Center floraofmiami.com/

Native Tree Nursery www.nativetreenursery.com/

Santos Padron Group, Pond & Gardening pondandgardening.odoo.com/

Smarty Plants Nursery smartyplantsnursery.com/

Susan Casey (Casey’s Corner Nursery) www.plantrealflorida.org/professionals/detail/16

Taylor Schwartz Design tylerschwartzdesign.com/

305Gardens www.3o5gardens.com/

Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society - For Miami-Dade and the Florida Keys
Chapter communication: DadeFNPS@gmail.com, www.DadeFNPS.org/
Mail: Dade Chapter FNPS, 6619 S. Dixie Hwy, #181, Miami FL 33143-7919

Board members and team members:
President: Steve Woodmansee Vice-President: Karina Gomez Secretary: Carmen Ferreiro  Treasurer: Susan Walcutt
At Large: Joey Basna, Riki Bonnema, Daniela Champney, Harley Guerra, Charlie Reverte, Jeanne Rothchild Past President: Brian Diaz
FNPS Council of Chapters representative and volunteer hours reporting: Riki Bonnema

Newsletter editor: Patty Phares Mail Chimp and Social Media: Karina Gomez
Webmaster: Haniel Pulido Jr., dadefnpsweb@gmail.com

Tillandsia Newsletter
Please contact the editor if you might like to join the 7illandsia staff or contribute an article or news item.
Articles, announcements and news items are invited for Tillandsia from Dade and Keys members. Advertising rates from $12 per month.

Florida Native Plant Society: FNPS communication: info@fnps.org, 321-271-6702, https://www.fnps.org
© 2025 Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.

The Florida Native Plant Society’s mission is to champion Florida’s native plants and their habitats
through conservation, preservation, restoration, education, and advocacy.
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