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Chapter calendar   
See https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/ for activities of the Dade Chapter (and all FNPS) 
Sept. 20: Field trip to School Board Pineland 
Sept. 23: Meeting at Pinecrest Gardens and online 
 

Oct. 12: Field trip to Bill Sadowski Park - birding and botanizing 
Oct. 18: Workday at Everglades Nat. Park  
Oct. 28: Meeting at Pinecrest Gardens and online 
 

Nov. 15: Field trip to Snake Creek Hammock (Plantation Key) with Ryan Hess, Florida FWC 
Nov. 25: Meeting. Students of Andy Kearns, Jose Marti Mast Academy present on their propagation research. 
 

Dec. TBA: Workday at Everglades Nat. Park (Saturday) 
 

Inside this issue: 
September meeting & Sept./Oct. field trips; News from the Dade Chapter, FNPS and our friends; Plant Store news 

Article: “Marlberry” by Roger Hammer 
 

 
DADE CHAPTER MEETING 

Tuesday, September 23, 2025, 7:30 – 9:00 PM 
Pinecrest Gardens, 11000 SW 57 Ave. (Red Road), Miami 

Free - All are invited 
 

Come early or stay late to enjoy refreshments, socialize and browse the merchandise and raffle tables. The raffle follows the program.  
The program is also live-streamed and recorded on YouTube.  Check out our online store in advance for plants, shirts, mugs and tote 
bags, and pick up pre-orders at the meeting. 

 
“An Overview of Invasive Wildlife in Florida” 

- Eric Suarez, Invasive Species Research Program Coordinator 
University of Florida Croc Docs – Wildlife Research Team 

 
Eric will give an overview of invasive species biology and ecology as well as provide some examples 
of research and management being conducted on two high priority invasive reptiles. 
 
Eric Suarez helps research and manage invasive species research projects and staff for the UF Croc 
Docs Wildlife Research Team. He is involved with understanding the biology, ecology, habitat use, 
and behavior of invasive species in Florida, specifically priority invasive species including Burmese 
pythons, Argentine black and white tegus, Nile monitors, iguanas, and spectacled caimans. Eric 
works with federal, state, and local government agencies, as well as tribal and non-government 
entities to understand how invasive species are impacting Florida’s native wildlife and habitat. 
 
• Refreshments: You are invited to bring light finger foods and to help set up and clean up 
afterwards.  Questions? Contact Karina, 305-490-1677 or kmgxoxo@me.com). 
• Raffle contributions: Thank you for your native plants or plant-related items!  PLEASE LABEL 
EACH PLANT with at least the common name written on paper, tape or stake (more info is 
encouraged).  

• Online viewing: www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-OsAX2KsRYQ6X5A. You will see only the computer-based portions of 
the meeting.  Chat will be enabled. 
• Watch past presentations: Use the YouTube link above or at DadeFNPS.org (at bottom of home page), Click Videos or Live for all 
available recordings, including the June 24 presentation “Natural Darkness: Essential to Our Native Plants and Nocturnal Ecology” - 
Diana Umpierre, volunteer night sky advocate. 
 
• Questions:  DadeFNPS@gmail.com 
• October 28 presentation: “What Makes a Hammock a Hotspot? Migratory Bird Habitat Preferences in Urban Miami” – Noah 
Frade, Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden 

https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-OsAX2KsRYQ6X5A
https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/
mailto:kmgxoxo@me.com
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-OsAX2KsRYQ6X5A
https://dade.fnpschapters.org/
mailto:dadefnps@gmail.com


 
 

FALL FIELD TRIPS 
 

School Board Pineland 
Saturday, September 20, 2025 

 
 

Time, address and directions are in the newsletter mailed to members. Please join to enjoy all the activities of the chapter.  
 

 
This property was formerly owned by the Miami Dade County School Board to be used for building 
a school. Fortunately Miami Dade County Environmentally Endangered Lands Program acquired it, 
so now it is a protected conservation area.  It consists of 18.7 acres of pine rockland.  Rare plants 
there include Coker’s Creeper (Ernodea cokeri), Gould’s Deltoid Spurge (Euphorbia deltoidea ssp 
adhaerens), Man-In-The-Ground (Ipomoea microdactyla), Everglades Key pencilflower 
(Stylosanthes calcicola), and more.  For a list of plants, click here.  This late afternoon trip will allow 
you to participate in International Coastal Cleanup in the morning! See below. 
Leaders: James Duncan, Biologist Miami Dade County EEL and Steve Woodmansee, Director of 
“Good Times Outside”, Pro Native Consulting (PNC).   

Meeting Place: Pine Island Lake Park on west side of SW 128th Avenue, South of Moody Drive (SW 268th St.), just east of School 
Board Pineland.  Park south of the lake.  https://maps.app.goo.gl/bx4tB1c8JjSTPDtu9?g_st=ipc 
Difficulty: Moderate.  We will go off trail a little bit. Trails, if any, are unpaved.   
Bring/Wear: Wear sturdy shoes, a hat, sun and insect protection, thick long pants, long sleeved shirt and garden gloves (in case of 
thorns and poisonous plants), water. Some uneven terrain - a walking stick could be handy. A botanical loupe, notebook and binoculars 
can enhance your experience. If afternoon storms are possible, bring a rain jacket or umbrella.   
Notes: There are no restrooms at this location.  Please do not being pets. 
 

Bill Sadowski Park – Birding and Botanizing 
Sunday October 12, 2025,  8:00 - 10:30 AM 

This county park contains a protected natural area with primarily rockland hammock plant community and some pine rockland in off-
trail areas.  The shady hammock has abundant native fruiting trees and shrubs, such as Florida strangler fig and wild coffee, for this 
reason the park is a very good location to see migratory birds. This walk will be a mix of birdwatching and observing native plants 
which birds typically use. We will tour the property during peak fall migration season, and it will be possible to see 20-30 species of 
migratory birds during our walk. If you would like to study beforehand, focus on warblers as they are the most abundant family we will 
encounter.            Black-throated Green Warbler 

◄ Do you know who is checking out what? 
 

Leader: Noah Frade, Field Biologist, Fairchild Tropical Botanic 
Garden  
Meeting Place: Bill Sadowski Park 17555 SW 79th Ave, Palmetto 
Bay, FL 33157 (on SW 176 St., 1/2 mile west of Old Cutler Rd.)  
Meet in the parking lot.  
Difficulty: Easy to Moderate.  We will walk the nature trails, which 
can be rocky and uneven.  
Bring/Wear: Sturdy closed-toed shoes, sun and mosquito protection, water to drink. A walking stick could be 
handy if you need extra stability on uneven terrain.  Binoculars are a must if you want to spot birds!  A 
camera, bird field guide, botanical loupe, and small notebook might be useful. 

Notes: This trip will be a lead-up to Noah’s October 28 presentation, “What Makes a Hammock a Hotspot? Migratory Bird Habitat 
Preferences in Urban Miami”.  Please leave pets at home.  Restrooms will be opened at 8:30.   
Photos by Noah Frade. 
 

Save the date: November 15 - Field trip on Key Largo 
Snake Creek hammock and Dove Creek Quarry hammock with leader Ryan Hess, Biological Scientist, Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWC) and FNPS member. 
 

 
 
 

https://regionalconservation.org/ircs/database/plants/ByConsArea.asp?SiteID=910&SN=School%20Board%20Property%20(Moody%20Drive%20and%20Turnpike)
https://maps.app.goo.gl/bx4tB1c8JjSTPDtu9?g_st=ipc


MESSAGE FROM THE DADE CHAPTER PRESIDENT 
 
Greetings fellow Dade FNPS members, 
I have to say that our board directors are an amazing bunch, and we plan on accomplishing much this year.  In August, we approved a 
budget for the 2025-2026 fiscal-year.  After several decades, we are bringing back the Marjory Stoneman Douglas Award, which is 
given to a Miami-Dade or Monroe County person, or business, who has contributed outstanding service toward our mission of 
championing native plants and their habitats. Nominations for this award will be accepted by our Board of Directors in January, the 
Board of Directors will vote on the nominations, and the winner will be presented at our Annual meeting in May.   We have also created 
a new Silver Tillandsia Award, given annually by the chapter president to the most exceptional chapter board member or volunteer.  
This award is an homage to the FNPS Silver Palmetto Award. 
The following are some other highlights from this year’s budget.  We have allocated funding for outreach events to include giveaways 
(such as seeds and Dade FNPS “mementos”), interactive educational activities, and signage.  We have also budgeted advertising for our 
Online Plant and Merchandise Store when sales are slow.  We will newly advertise our meetings and events in the Redland View and 
the Great Gables Newsletter.  Both are free newsletters sent weekly via email, along with a website with over 60,000 subscribers.  We 
have increased our monthly meeting speaker honorarium from $75 to $100.   
Some additional news is that for the first time we will be holding Native Plant Day next March at Amelia Earhart Park in Hialeah.  We 
have recently joined the FNPS Council of Chapters Facebook group. We still need chairs for the Field Trip, Membership, and Advocacy 
committees. We are also need friendly volunteers to help at outreach events throughout Dade and the Keys. You can contact me at 
dadefnps@gmail.com. 
It is an honor to serve. 
Steve Woodmansee, President, DCFNPS 

 
 

DCFNPS TREASURER’S REPORT 
Dade Chapter FNPS - Year Ending June 30, 2025 

 
This year our main source of income was again from donations.  On Give Miami Day 2025, members and friends generously 
contributed and the Miami Foundation made bonus matches for a total of $6,578.  Thanks to Gwen Burzycki for coordinating GMD25 
and by “beating the native plant bushes” through social media.  This year found the chapter branching out to online sales of both native 
plants and logoed merchandise with new art work by Kim Heise.  Raffle sales of plants and donated items at each monthly meeting and, 
at our Annual Native Plant Day in March 2025, contributed greatly to our annual income.  Thank you to all who donated so many 
wonderful plants which support the chapter as well as native plant gardens.   
Many thanks to our members as dues continue to be our other main source of income.  Thank you as well to Business, Not-For-
Profits and Life members for their support. (*Due to the dates of our fiscal year, only one of two semi-annual membership dues rebate 
from FNPS was received during this period and posted to the Membership Dues account which resulted in a loss for the year.)  We 
always create our annual budget to end with a -$0- or modest year-end profit.  
The chapter makes an annual donation of $1500 to FNPS to support Conservation Grants in honor of chapter founders, the late Don and 
Joyce Gann.  Educational activities (meetings and Native Plant Day) and purchasing merchandise are the other main expenses. 
The balance of the bequest from the estate of longtime DCFNPS member Dr. Robert Kelley, received in 2008, remains in reserve for 
special expenses rather than ongoing needs and are not listed with our regular income. 
− Susan Walcutt, Treasurer DCFNPS, walcutts@bellsouth.net 
DCFNPS Profit & Loss July 2024 – June 2025 
Income   
   Donations   $6,979 
   Monthly Meetings   1,911  
   Native Plant Day   2,232 
   Online Sales    6,795 
   Membership Dues   1,903 
Total Income               19,820 
Expense   
   Administration     3,881  
   Conservation     3,365  
   Education    7,409 
   Merchandise for Sale   6,062 
Total Expense   20,717 
NET PROFIT (LOSS)   ($897)* 

 
 

mailto:dadefnps@gmail.com
mailto:walcutts@bellsouth.net


DADE CHAPTER and FNPS NEWS 
 
Chapter Workday at Everglades National Park.  October 18, 2025, 9 a.m. – noon (and more-less every other month).  
If you are a potential new volunteer, please contact Patty (pharespl@gmail.com) for details and questions. 
Help with our native landscape maintenance at the Ernest F. Coe Visitor Center, the first habitat many visitors encounter up close in the 
park.  Non-members and students are invited.  We weed, prune, clean up, answer questions from visitors, and enjoy our fellow 
volunteers.  Knowledge of native plants is not a prerequisite.  The work is not difficult but is greatly appreciated by ENP!  Afterwards 
you can enter the park for free.   
 
Welcome new Dade Chapter members! Rahnuma Ahsan, Andrea Mirow, Cristina Pedraza, Daniel Rojo, Lilian Shin, Kristina Witter, 
Trudy Faust, Stewart Pulley.  Thank you to all who renewed recently.  We greatly appreciate your ongoing support, interest and 
participation. 

  
Thank You, Publix! 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Publix for their generous donation of a $100 gift card. Their support will go directly towards 
providing tasty refreshments for our monthly educational meetings, free and open to the public, helping us create a welcoming 
and enjoyable space for our community to gather and grow together. 

 
The latest FNPS Palmetto magazine (with an article by Roger Hammer) is available at https://issuu.com/fnps.  You can pay $5 per 
issue to add print copies to your membership.  Contact info@fnps.org for information, or sign up when you renew.   
 
FNPS 2025 Annual meeting (July 26) recording: view at https://www.youtube.com/@floridanativeplantsociety.  See the year in 
review, grant awards, Palmetto Awards for members and more. 

 
News from the Dade Chapter Plant Store 

 
Our online store (https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/) is constantly expanding and replenishing out-of-stock species.  Check the site 
often for new species from more habitats.  Pick up plants at the nursery in Pinecrest or at a meeting, or arrange delivery.  
• New species added recently: Devil’s Potato (Echites umbellatus), Frostweed (Verbesina virginica), Blodgett’s Wild Mercury 
(Argythamnia blodgettii), Cypress Witchgrass (Dichanthelium dichotomum), Buttonbush (Cephalanthus 
occidentalis), and Pineland Croton (Croton linearis). 
• New shopping opportunity at chapter meetings: We expect to have a small selection of plants available for 
purchase at upcoming meetings. 
• Grass mix-up at Native Plant Day last March!  If you purchased Lopsided Indiangrass (Sorghastrum 
secundum) from DCFNPS, check the inflorescences which should be visible now.  It was discovered recently that 
some of these were actually Pan-American Balsamscale (Elionurus tripsacoides), pictured here.  
If you believe you received the wrong species, we greatly apologize!  Please contact Raul Moas at 
moara.crot@gmail.com to make arrangements to receive a Lopsided Indiangrass when it becomes available, or a 
different plant of your choosing. The Balsamscale is yours to enjoy for its also-lovely but less dramatic 
inflorescence! 

 
 

Scenes from the DCFNPS picnic in July  
Photos by Carmen Ferreiro (DCFNPS secretary) 

 
The summer heat didn’t deter these hardy picnickers from learning about 
pineland flora at Larry and Penny Thompson Pineland from chapter 
president Steve Woodmansee, who was also the hot-dog chef. 
 
The diminutive, endangered Euphorbia deltoidea subsp. deltoidea 
(Deltoid spurge, Wedge sandmat, Rockland spurge) is not rare in this pine 
rockland, but always a delight to see. 
 
Thanks to Jeanne Rothchild and the entire chapter board for pitching in to 
make the picnic happen! 
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OTHER NEWS and ACTIVITIES 
 
Dade Native Plant Workshop. See https://nativeplantworkshop.ning.com/.  Sept. 16, 5 p.m. at Miami Dade College Kendall Campus. 
Topic: Fall wildflowers.  Old hands and new learners are encouraged to come – and it’s free! 
 

Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Program Volunteer days. 9 a.m.-noon (usually). To register or for questions: 
305-372-6687 or eel@miamidade.gov.  Sept. 13: Tree Island Preserve - Wetland education and tour.   
Oct. 6: School Board Pineland Preserve – Urban forest habitat restoration.   

Read more about EEL and the volunteer program here. 
 
International Coastal Cleanup Day, Sept. 20.   
Register now to join millions of volunteers around the globe for the Ocean Conservancy’s 2025 annual event – the world’s LARGEST 
one-day volunteer effort for our oceans and waterways. Pick from dozens of sites administered by Miami-Dade County and numerous 
non-profits and community partners.  At Biscayne National Park you can register to clean up by canoe.  
If you can’t attend an event that morning, the new fundraising Trashathon lets you participate by making a per-pound pledge (with a 
maximum specified!) to support the overall cleanup effort or that of a team. 
 
Celebrate National Public Lands Day on Sept. 27 with free entrance to Everglades National Park.   
Join a community science project on a wet walk Bioblitz to identify and document species found inside a Cypress Dome.   
At Biscayne NP, you can join a Snorkel Debris Cleanup. 

 
BACK TO NATURE BASH 
The Institute for Regional Conservation fundraiser (and fun!) 
October 17, 2025.  5:00-9:00 PM at the Delray Beach Historical Society. 
 

Do you use the IRC’s free Online Resources “Natives For Your Neighborhood” or the 
“Floristic Inventory of South Florida”?  How about guides for planting a hammock or pineland 
in your yard?  Have you ever admired a nearby natural area restoration?  There’s a good 
chance the IRC had a hand or influenced it in some way. Many organizations, including 
DCFNPS, use information from IRC resources regularly. 
    

Here’s an opportunity to have a good time, learn more about the IRC, meet the staff, and help 
ensure that IRC’s resources and services will be available to the community long into the 
future. 
Learn more and buy tickets at https://www.regionalconservation.org/ircs/Events.asp 
It’s only an hour drive from Dade!   

 
 

MARLBERRY 
By Roger L. Hammer 

One of my favorite native plants is marlberry (Ardisia escallonioides), which is said to be a corruption of an earlier name, marbleberry, 
but neither name makes sense.  In Florida, it occurs from Flagler and Citrus counties south through 
the Florida Keys, but is more common in the southernmost counties.  It is a shrub or small tree that 
may reach about 20’ tall, but is usually seen as a shrubby plant to about 12’ in height with small, 
but showy, clusters of white, fragrant, summertime flowers that 
are followed by clusters of small, glossy, black, edible fruits 
that are pleasantly tart.  The flowers mostly attract small bees 
that serve as pollinators, and the fruits are savored by a variety 
of birds. 
The genus Ardisia means “point” or “point of an arrow” and 
refers to the pointed anthers.  The species name escallonioides 
relates to its resemblance to members of the genus Escallonia. 
In the landscape, marlberry can be planted in full sun or in 
areas with high, shifting shade beneath taller trees, or it can be 
used as a tall barrier hedge. However, be sure to purchase your 
plants from reputable growers because there are four non-native 
species that have been introduced by the Florida nursery trade, 
and two species, Ardisia crenata and A. elliptica, are listed by 
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the Florida Invasive Species Council as Category I invasive species, and Ardisia japonica is a Category II species, with A. solanacea is 
not currently listed, but does escape cultivation. 
To find a native-plant nursery near you, check 
https://dade.fnpschapters.org/nativeplants/nativeplants/obtainnatives/.  But you might need to look for 
nurseries not listed here, including wholesale nurseries. 
 
Photos by Roger L. Hammer 
 
Roger Hammer is a professional naturalist, an avid long-distance solo canoeist, kayak-fishing 
enthusiast, photographer, and the author of nine books on Florida nature 
(www.rogerlhammer.com/index.html). His articles and photos appear frequently in the FNPS 
magazine, Palmetto. He is a longtime member of FNPS and lives in Homestead. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and X. 
Check out the DadeFNPS website and our Native Plant Online Store. 

 Linktree/dcfnps for DCFNPS has all our links (plus some for FNPS) in one place. 
 

 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS AND NON-PROFIT MEMBERS  
and other businesses who support FNPS and DCFNPS at a higher level. 

 

Their interest in native plants and extra financial support are much appreciated and helpful to the mission of FNPS and the chapter.  
They also promote FNPS and may contribute in other ways through event participation, presentations, articles, field trips, donations and 
more.  Thank you from all of us! 

Casaplanta Garden Center  www.casaplantamiami.com/ 
Curtis & Rogers Design Studio, Inc. www.curtisrogers.com/ 
Everglades Nursery www.plantant.com/nursery-availability/1010497/everglades-nursery-brokers-inc 
Green Explorers Academy greenexplorersacademy.com/ 
Institute for Regional Conservation www.regionalconservation.org/ 
Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Gardens www.keywest.garden/ 
LandscapeDE www.landscapede.com/ 
Leafwing (native container gardens) www.leafwing.com/ 
NaMa Native Landscapes www.namaprojects.com/ and Flora of Miami Garden Center floraofmiami.com/ 
Native Tree Nursery www.nativetreenursery.com/ 
Santos Padron Group, Pond & Gardening pondandgardening.odoo.com/ 
Smarty Plants Nursery smartyplantsnursery.com/ 
Susan Casey (Casey’s Corner Nursery) www.plantrealflorida.org/professionals/detail/16 
Taylor Schwartz Design  tylerschwartzdesign.com/   

 

 

Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society - For Miami-Dade and the Florida Keys 
Chapter communication:   DadeFNPS@gmail.com, www.DadeFNPS.org/ 

Mail: Dade Chapter FNPS, 6619 S. Dixie Hwy, #181, Miami FL 33143-7919 
 

Board members and team members: 
President: Steve Woodmansee        Vice-President: Karina Gomez       Secretary: Carmen Ferreiro     Treasurer: Susan Walcutt 

   At Large: Joey Basna, Riki Bonnema, Daniela Champney, Harley Guerra, Charlie Reverte, Jeanne Rothchild    Past President: Brian Diaz 
FNPS Council of Chapters representative and volunteer hours reporting: Riki Bonnema 

 

Newsletter editor: Patty Phares     Mail Chimp and Social Media: Karina Gomez  
  Webmaster: Haniel Pulido Jr., dadefnpsweb@gmail.com 

 

Tillandsia Newsletter 
Please contact the editor if you might like to join the Tillandsia staff or contribute an article or news item. 

Articles, announcements and news items are invited for Tillandsia from Dade and Keys members.  Advertising rates from $12 per month. 
 

Florida Native Plant Society: FNPS communication:   info@fnps.org, 321-271-6702, https://www.fnps.org 
© 2025 Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society, Inc. 

 
The Florida Native Plant Society’s mission is to champion Florida’s native plants and their habitats 

 through conservation, preservation, restoration, education, and advocacy.  
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