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Chapter calendar.   
See https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/ for activities of the Dade Chapter (and all FNPS) 
June 24: Chapter meeting at Pinecrest Gardens 
June 28: Field trip to Black Point Jetty Trail 
July 19: DCFNPS picnic at Larry & Penny Thompson Park – Save the date! (No meeting at Pinecrest) 

 

 • Dade Chapter and FNPS News: President’s message (and a note about click beetles!) 
     New board members; Plant Store year in review and help needed 
 • Plant of the month from our online store: “Butterflyweed (Asclepias tuberosa ssp. rolfsii)” by Raul Moas 
 • Other News and Activities 
 • “Kids in the Garden: Fun Native Plant Activities for Summer” - by Karina Gomez 
• Thank You to Our Business and Non-Profit members 

 
 

DADE CHAPTER MEETING 
Tuesday, June 24, 2025, 7:30 – 9:00 PM 

Pinecrest Gardens, 11000 SW 57 Ave. (Red Road), Miami 
Free - All are invited 

 

Come early or stay late to enjoy refreshments, socialize and browse the merchandise and raffle tables. The raffle follows the program.  
The program is also live-streamed and recorded on YouTube.  Check out our online store in advance for plants, shirts, mugs and tote 
bags, and pick up pre-orders at the meeting. 

 
"Natural Darkness: Essential to Our Native Plants and Nocturnal Ecology" 

- Diana Umpierre, volunteer night sky advocate 
 
This presentation will highlight why natural light and darkness are a must for healthy native ecosystems, and the necessity to advocate 
for meaningful reductions to nighttime artificial light pollution affecting South Florida's native flora and fauna, and human well-being. 

 
Diana Umpierre has worked as geoscientist, geographer, certified planner, 
grassroots organizer and educator. She is a former president and vice president 
of DarkSky International. She has been leading Night Sky Conservancy of 
Florida in its current role as DarkSky's Florida Chapter and coordinating a 
yearly Everglades Dark Sky week and month initiative. She has lived in South 
Florida for over 20 years and is now a Florida certified secondary school science 
teacher. 
 
• Refreshments: You are invited to bring light finger foods and to help set up 
and clean up afterwards.  Questions? Contact Karina, 305-490-1677 or 
kmgxoxo@me.com). 
• Raffle contributions: Thank you for your native plants or plant-related items!  
PLEASE LABEL EACH PLANT with at least the common name written on 
paper, tape or stake (more info is welcome).  
• Online viewing: www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-
OsAX2KsRYQ6X5A. You will see only the computer-based portions of the 
meeting.  Chat will be enabled. 
• Past presentations: Use the YouTube link above or at DadeFNPS.org (at 
bottom of home page), Click Videos or Live for all available recordings.  We 

regret that May’s program, “Native Garden Clinic: Practical Solutions for Real South Florida Yards)”, was not recorded. 
• Questions:  DadeFNPS@gmail.com 
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FIELD TRIP: Black Point Park - Jetty Trail 
Saturday, June 28, 2025 

 
 

Time, address and directions are in the newsletter mailed to members. Please join to enjoy all the activities of the chapter.  
  
Address:  Black Point Marina and Park 24775 SW 87th Ave, Homestead, FL 33032 
Difficulty: Easy, walking a short distance on hard surface, open trail.  
Bring: Water, sun protection, binoculars if you like.   
Notes: Restrooms available (stop at the yellow building).  Please do not bring pets on DCFNPS field trips. 
 

We will stroll down a path protruding into Biscayne Bay and Biscayne National Park (see the map above), along mangrove swamp 
habitat. This is not natural, pristine habitat, but there are many coastal plant species, and possibly birds, and marine fauna, to be seen. 
This conservation land is part of the Miami-Dade Park System. It consists of coastal wetlands including mangrove dominated tidal 
swamp and coastal uplands.  You can find a plant list for Black Point Park from the Institute for Regional Conservation here.  We will 
be accompanied by Harley Guerra, a new board member and an experienced naturalist, but we encourage everyone to share 
observations and plant ID in lieu of one “leader”. 
This trail has been rebuilt since we last visited in October, 2020, and is dry the whole length.  The beginning is paved but soon becomes 
hard-packed sand and rocks, all easy walking.  It is popular with fishers, families and others on foot or wheels, and is a great place to see 
plants and expansive views.   
If you'd like, stay for a picnic lunch or go to the Ocean Grill (opens at 11 a.m.) and watch the boats. 
Dade Chapter’s iNaturalist project.  Add your DCFNPS field trip nature photos to iNaturalist for inclusion in our project to help us 
showcase the amazing biodiversity we find!  Upload your photos via the iNaturalist website (www.inaturalist.org) or app.  Then you can 
add them to "Florida Native Plant Society- Dade Chapter Field Trips".  See how here.  

 
 

DADE CHAPTER and FNPS NEWS 
 

 
Message from the Dade Chapter President 

Summer is just about here, and the heat and hurricane threats are on their way.  It’s not too late to prepare for hurricane season and 
prune your large trees accordingly.  There are great resources online showing you how to properly prune, but most of us will be hiring 
professionals for the large jobs. Be sure to hire a licensed and insured company and a certified arborist worth their salt.  
Native Click beetles (Ignelater havaniensis) are here.  They first emerge in May evenings, but are still out at night in June in search of 
sex and plants to eat, and if you are lucky, you may see one in your yard. They are bioluminescent, having two glowing green spots on 
their heads that look like eyes, but aren’t, as their eyes are much closer to their mouths.  
Any kid who has caught one can tell you how they get their name, please be gentle with them.  In the 1970s I remember catching 30 or 
more of them in my parents’ yard in one night. I’d place the critters in a jar to try and create a homemade lantern (then I’d release them 
when I was done playing).  They predominately live in wooded areas, mostly in tropical Florida and the Caribbean.  Their larvae, known 
as wire worms, can also be bioluminescent and feed on living and decaying plants underground. You may have uncovered one digging 
in your yard.  
Like everything else, click beetles are becoming less common due to human pressures.  But click beetles still can be seen throughout 
most of our natural areas, and all over the Florida Keys.  You can help them by planting native trees, and reducing, if not eliminating the 
use of pesticides in your yard and home.  

• • • 
I want to thank the Chair of the Nominating Committee and Past President Brian Diaz for gathering some wonderful applicants for the 
Board of Director positions elected in May.  Harley Guerra and Daniela Champney will make wonderful additions to the board each 
contributing in their own way.  Thanks also to outgoing board member Raul Moas for his outstanding service.  
  
We have a good team this year, and we are well seasoned to further our mission to Champion native plants and their habitats.  Your 
Board of Directors is having a strategic planning session in person on June 14, 2025, and our Board of Directors meeting is on June 18, 
2025 online.  We have much more going on, which I will try to report to you in July or September.  Happy summer. 
 
It’s an honor to serve. 
Steve Woodmansee 
 

 
 

Annual Meeting Election Report 
New board members at large: Daniela Champney and Harley Guerra 

https://www.miamidade.gov/parks/black-point-marina.asp
https://www.regionalconservation.org/ircs/database/plants/ByConsArea.asp?SiteID=105&SN=Black%20Point%20Park%20and%20Marina
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jmy2d7GKu-xzB2Gz8lZxA2ST21RnNDCl/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/489719-Ignelater-havaniensis


Re-elected for 2-year terms: Carmen Ferreiro (Secretary), Susan Walcutt (Treasurer), Charlie Reverte (at large) 
Continuing in the second year of 2-years terms: Steve Woodmansee (President), Karina Gomez (Vice-President), Joey Basna, Riki 
Bonnema, Jeanne Rothchild (at large).  Brian Diaz continues as Past President. 
 

Meet the New Board Members! 
Daniela Champney is an avid gardener who has been working with native plants in her own yard 
since arriving in Miami 14 years ago.  
 
For the past seven years, she has been involved with the Fairchild Conservation team. She began as a 
volunteer in the nursery and over time started assuming more responsibilities of the Native Plant 
Network (formerly the Connect to Protect Network). This led to her covering the managerial aspects 
of NPN, including outreach and organization. She enjoys the mix of administration, gardening, 
education and interaction with the public.  
    
Originally from Switzerland, Daniela also spent some time in the Caribbean and in England. Her 
professional background is in business / finance. She is very happy that she “retired” from her former 
career and is able to dedicate a lot of her time to native plant conservation. 

 
Harley Guerra 
Growing up in South Florida, I developed a deep appreciation 
for the region’s native landscapes, from tropical hardwood 
hammocks to coastal wetlands. This passion shaped my career in environmental conservation, 
where I currently serve as a Biologist II with the Miami-Dade County Department of 
Environmental Resources Management (DERM), specializing in wetland permitting, 
compliance, and habitat restoration. I previously conducted wetland research at Florida 
International University (FIU), supporting large-scale ecosystem restoration projects tied to 
Everglades conservation. 
    
In addition to my wetland background, I have strengthened my botanical skills through work 
with the Institute for Regional Conservation (IRC), where I conducted plant surveys and 
contributed to the discovery of a new invasive species in Miami-Dade County. I also have a 
strong foundation in environmental education and outreach, having served for four years as a 

naturalist with Miami EcoAdventures, leading tours and developing educational programs focused on native ecosystems for public 
audiences of all ages.   

 
 
Welcome new Dade Chapter members!  Sarah Lyon, Gloria Macias, Maggie Valliant, Carmen and Anissa Rodriguez, Maria Velez 
and Danny Gonzalez 
Thank you to all who renewed recently for your ongoing support, interest and participation. 
  
Chapter merchandise (https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/)  
Check out our beautiful chapter shirts, mugs and tote bags with artwork by Kim Heise to order in advance and 
pick up at meetings, or you can purchase at meetings. 
 
FNPS Landscape awards: Applications are being accepted through August 5.  https://www.fnps.org/what-we-
do/landscaping/landscape-awards-information.  There are discounts for early applications submission.  Categories: Residential, 
Commercial & Institutional Landscaping, Habitat Restoration & Conservation, and Pollinator & Wildlife Demonstration & Community 
Gardens.  This is a chance not only to enjoy an honor, but also to inspire others.  See some award recipients in the recent Palmetto 
magazine.  
 
Remember that FNPS Palmetto magazines are now digital only for everyone, but you can pay an extra $5 per issue to receive a print 
copy.  Contact info@fnps.org for information or if you don’t know how to access the digital issues. 

 
  

DCFNPS Native Plant Store News   
 

First year in review: Over 1700 plants and counting! 
Conceived in late 2023, the DCFNPS Native Plant Online Store was the brainchild of BOD member Charlie Reverte. Its goal: provide 
difficult-to-find species from our local flora to the public. Locally sourced seeds or cuttings of plants that are not offered commonly by 
our local native nurseries, provided by our members’ yards and Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, are germinated and grown by 
volunteer members of our chapter, and sold through the store, with proceeds going to DCFNPS. Going live in March 2024, by year’s 
end approximately 130 orders had been filled, totaling 800 plants. Thus far in 2025, the plant store has had over 100 orders 
comprising 900 plants. In addition to the online sales, the nursery has provided several hundred plants for the plant raffle at the 

https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/
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monthly DCFNPS meetings, school or park native plantings, and restoration projects.  Most of the 55 species offered so far have been 
Pine Rockland herbaceous wildflowers and grasses, including several species of Asters, Crenulate Leadplant, Pine Pink Orchid, Blazing 
Stars, native Milkweeds, and Partridge Peas.  There have also been a few hammock and ecotone species and one tree (Short-Leaf Fig) 
on the inventory.  – Raul Moas 

Seeking volunteer nursery helpers 
Because of increased demand and to maintain a robust inventory, volunteers are needed to help obtain and prepare/germinate seeds, step 
up, organize, label, and sales-related activities.  It’s a great opportunity to learn more about our natives, to participate in providing 
hard to find wildflowers and grasses to the community, and to help DCFNPS financially.  Motivated students are also welcome!  
Because it takes some start-up time to learn the procedures, a commitment of at least a couple hours a week for several months is 
desired.  Please contact Raul Moas at moara.crot@gmail.com, or text to 305 812-6999.  
 
Our plant store (https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/) is constantly expanding!  Check the site often for new species from more 
habitats and replenished inventory.  Pick up plants at the nursery in Pinecrest or at a meeting, or arrange delivery. 

 
Plant of the month 
From the online store 

Butterflyweed  (Asclepias tuberosa ssp. rolfsii) 
by Raul Moas 

Butterflyweed is a common milkweed of open woodlands, grasslands, and roadsides of the central and 
eastern US. In Miami-Dade it is found in pine rocklands and sandy areas, where it blooms 
intermittently with scarlet-orange clusters of typical milkweed flowers.  Unlike most Asclepias species, 
it has neither opposite leaves nor “milky” sap. Butterflies as well as some bees and beetles are attracted 
to the flowers and are essential to their pollination.  It grows and flowers best in full sunlight, and often 
naturally dies back to ground level, resprouting from the crown of a tuberous taproot. 
  
In Miami-Dade it has a reputation for being difficult to keep alive in native plantings, despite not being 
rare in local protected habitats. Good results for a garden have been had by using a sandy (well-aerated) 
soil mix, with daily watering the first 2-3 weeks, and use of a water-soluble plant food on a weekly 
basis for at least 2 months, after which the plants have a better chance of “permanence”. They do best in 
sunny locations, and will not prosper in shade. 
 
Photo by Raul Moas in his pineland 
 

 
 

Other News and Activities 
Dade Native Plant Workshop.  https://nativeplantworkshop.ning.com/  ** June 17 workshop is canceled **  But save the date for July 
22 to visit Pinewoods Park in Kendall for the next summer evening field trip workshop. 
 
Keys Native Plant Workshop is on hiatus until fall. 
 
Everglades National Park: Free entrance day, June 19 in celebration of Juneteenth National Independence Day 
 
Tropical Audubon Society’s Ambassador Program, High School Edition was launched to help empower a new generation of young 
leaders to become more engaged, educated and effective environmental advocates.  Learn all about it here. The online and in-person 
sessions and field trips run June 30-July 26 and also let participants earn community service hours.  Deadline for registration is June 
20, so don’t wait! 
 

 
  

 
KIDS IN THE GARDEN: Fun Native Plant Activities for Summer 

By Karina Gomez 
 
School’s out, the sun is high, and it’s the perfect time to get kids into the garden! Connecting children with nature through native plants 
not only keeps them active and curious—it fosters a lifelong love for the environment and our local ecosystems. 
 
Whether you’re a parent, grandparent, teacher, or neighbor, here are simple, screen-free activities to spark young imaginations and turn 
your native garden into a hands-on classroom. 
 
🌿🌿   1. Leaf Rubbing Art with Native Plants 

mailto:moara.crot@gmail.com
https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.flawildflowers.org/flower-friday-asclepias-tuberosa/
https://nativeplantworkshop.ning.com/
https://tropicalaudubon.org/high-school-ambassador-program-2025?emci=a02c6354-f83c-f011-a5f1-6045bda9d96b&emdi=8aeac96f-db3f-f011-a5f1-6045bda9d96b&ceid=12164662


All you need is paper, crayons, and leaves from native species like gumbo limbo, wild coffee, or beautyberry. Place the leaf under the 
paper and gently rub over the top with the side of a crayon. Kids can label their artwork with the plant’s name and even create a nature 
journal. 

 
2. Butterfly Puddling Station 

Many butterflies get minerals and moisture from shallow puddles. To make one: 
• Fill a shallow dish with sand and water 
• Add a pinch of salt or a banana peel 
   • Place it in a sunny garden spot 
Native butterflies like the zebra longwing and gulf fritillary will appreciate the spa treatment! 

 
🔎🔎  3. Native Plant Scavenger Hunt 
Print or draw a list of common native plants and features to find in your yard or a local park. Include things like: 

• A flower that butterflies love (like firebush) 
• A plant with berries (like wild coffee 
 • A bee or bird visiting a bloom 
              • A leaf with a caterpillar chew mark 
This activity sharpens observation skills and builds plant ID confidence. 
 
4. Grow a Mini Wildflower Garden 

Kids can help plant fast-growing native seeds like coreopsis, beach sunflower, or porterweed in pots or raised beds. Let them water and 
check on the plants each day, documenting what they see. It’s a great way to teach patience and responsibility—and a fun science lesson 
in disguise! 

 
 5. Caterpillar Watch! 
Host plants like corkystem passionvine, partridge pea, and various native milkweed attract butterflies to lay their eggs. Kids can 

follow the transformation from egg to caterpillar to chrysalis to butterfly. Just be sure to keep the area chemical-free and let nature take 
its course. 
 

 Bonus: Storytime Under the Trees 
 
Create a shady reading nook outdoors and bring nature-themed books like Marjory Saves the 
Everglades, Florida Nature: An Introduction to Familiar Plants, Animals & Outstanding Natural 
Attractions, or The Lorax to life under the canopy of native trees. 
 
By weaving fun into nature-based learning, we help cultivate a new generation of native plant stewards. 
Every curious child in the garden is a seed of hope for Florida’s future ecosystems! 
 
Karina Gomez is DCFNPS Vice President and Communications chair. 

 
 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and X. 
Check out the DadeFNPS website and our Native Plant Online Store. 

 Linktree/dcfnps for DCFNPS has all our links (plus some for FNPS) in one place. 
 

 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS AND NON-PROFIT MEMBERS  
and other businesses who support FNPS and DCFNPS at a higher level. 

 

Their interest in native plants and extra financial support are much appreciated and helpful to the mission of FNPS and the chapter.  
They also promote FNPS and may contribute in other ways through event participation, presentations, articles, field trips, donations and 
more.  Thank you from all of us! 

Casaplanta Garden Center  www.casaplantamiami.com/ 
Curtis & Rogers Design Studio, Inc. www.curtisrogers.com/ 
Everglades Nursery www.plantant.com/nursery-availability/1010497/everglades-nursery-brokers-inc 
Green Explorers Academy greenexplorersacademy.com/ 
Institute for Regional Conservation www.regionalconservation.org/ 
Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Gardens www.keywest.garden/ 
LandscapeDE www.landscapede.com/ 
Leafwing (native container gardens) www.leafwing.com/ 
NaMa Native Landscapes www.namaprojects.com/ and Flora of Miami Garden Center floraofmiami.com/ 
Native Tree Nursery www.nativetreenursery.com/ 
Santos Padron Group, Pond & Gardening pondandgardening.odoo.com/ 
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Smarty Plants Nursery smartyplantsnursery.com/ 
Susan Casey (Casey’s Corner Nursery) www.plantrealflorida.org/professionals/detail/16 
Taylor Schwartz Design  tylerschwartzdesign.com/   

 

 

Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society - For Miami-Dade and the Florida Keys 
Chapter communication:   DadeFNPS@gmail.com, www.DadeFNPS.org/ 

Mail: Dade Chapter FNPS, 6619 S. Dixie Hwy, #181, Miami FL 33143-7919 
 

Board members and team members: 
President: Steve Woodmansee        Vice-President: Karina Gomez       Secretary: Carmen Ferreiro     Treasurer: Susan Walcutt 

   At Large: Joey Basna, Riki Bonnema, Daniela Champney, Harley Guerra, Charlie Reverte, Jeanne Rothchild    Past President: Brian Diaz 
FNPS Council of Chapters representative and volunteer hours reporting: Riki Bonnema 

 

Newsletter editor: Patty Phares     Mail Chimp and Social Media: Karina Gomez  
  Webmaster: Haniel Pulido Jr., dadefnpsweb@gmail.com 

 

Tillandsia Newsletter 
Please contact the editor if you might like to join the Tillandsia staff or contribute an article. 

Articles, announcements and news items are invited for Tillandsia from Dade and Keys members.  Advertising rates from $12 per month. 
 

Florida Native Plant Society: FNPS communication:   info@fnps.org, 321-271-6702, https://www.fnps.org 
© 2025 Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society, Inc. 

 
The Florida Native Plant Society’s mission is to champion Florida’s native plants and their habitats 

 through conservation, preservation, restoration, education, and advocacy. 
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