
Tillandsia     
Newsletter of the Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society 

For Miami-Dade County and the Florida Keys 
Mission: To champion Florida’s native plants and their habitats. 

 

MAY 2025 
 

Chapter calendar.   
See https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/ for activities of the Dade Chapter (and all FNPS) 
May 27: Chapter meeting at Pinecrest Gardens and online; election of board members 
May 31: Field trip to Crandon Park 
June (TBA): Chapter workday at Everglades National Park 
 

 • Annual Members Meeting to elect board members; slate of nominees 
 • Steve Woodmansee receives FNPS Mentor Award 
 • Dade Chapter News.  Volunteers are needed in all aspects of our online plant store nursery. 
 • Other News and Activities 
 • Plant of the Month from our online store: “Eastern Silver Aster” by Raul Moas 
 • Spring pruning tips from the Native Plant Network at Fairchild 
 • May Magic: Native Plants in Bloom – by Karina Gomez 
 • Thank You to Our Business and Non-Profit members 

 
 

DADE CHAPTER MEETING 
Tuesday, May 27, 2025, 7:30 PM 

Pinecrest Gardens, 11000 SW 57 Ave. (Red Road), Miami 
Free - All are invited 

A short Annual Members Meeting will be held before the program to elect certain Dade Chapter Board of Directors position and any 
other business brought forth.  The slate of nominees, all for 2-year terms, are: Carmen Ferreiro for Secretary; Susan Walcutt for 
Treasurer; and Charlie Reverte, Daniela Champney* and Harley Guerra* for Directors at Large (* denotes new to the board).  Bios 
for the new nominees will be provided in a later email.  Members present in person at the meeting will be eligible to vote. 

 

Come early or stay late to enjoy refreshments, socialize and browse the merchandise and raffle tables. The raffle follows the program.  
The program is also live-streamed and recorded on YouTube.  Check out our online store in advance for plants, shirts, mugs and tote 
bags, and pick up pre-orders at the meeting. 
 

Native Garden Clinic: Practical Solutions for Real South Florida Yards 
Natalia Manrique and Mauricio Gonzalez, Co-founders, NaMa Native Landscapes 

 

Is your garden not thriving the way you hoped?   Want to make your landscape more 
wildlife-friendly, resilient, or native-plant focused—but not sure where to start?  This 
meeting will feature an interactive Native Garden Clinic with Natalia Manrique and 
Mauricio Gonzalez of NaMa Native Landscapes. 
Attendees are invited to submit photos of their gardens in advance, along with a 
short description of what challenges they’re facing or what they’d like to improve.  
Natalia and Mauricio will offer personalized suggestions using native plants and 
ecological design principles − whether you're dealing with too much shade, flooding, or 
just want to attract more pollinators.  The format will be informal and conversational, 
with plenty of time for Q&A. 
 

► To submit your photos and garden questions: Please email DadeFNPS@gmail.com 
by Saturday, May 24th.  In the Subject line, please include “Plant Clinic”. 

 

• Refreshments: You are invited to bring light finger foods and to help set up and clean up afterwards.  Questions? Contact Karina, 
305-490-1677 or kmgxoxo@me.com). 
• Raffle contributions: Thank you for your native plants or plant-related items!  PLEASE LABEL EACH PLANT with at least the 
common name written on paper, tape or stake (more info is welcome).  
• Online viewing: www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-OsAX2KsRYQ6X5A. You will see only the computer-based portions of 
the meeting.  Chat will be enabled. 
• Past presentations: Use the YouTube link above or at DadeFNPS.org (at bottom of home page), Click Videos or Live for all 
available recordings including April’s: “Saving seagrass to save the planet: Florida's seagrasses and blue carbon” - Jim Fourqurean 
• June 24 program: Why dark skies are important - Diana Umpierre, AICP, GISP, Dark Sky Florida 
• Questions:  DadeFNPS@gmail.com 
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FIELD TRIP: Crandon Park, Key Biscayne 
Saturday, May 31, 2025 

 
 

Time, address and directions are in the newsletter mailed to members. Please join to enjoy all the activities of the chapter. 
 
 

Leader: Riki Bonnema, Miami-Dade County Botanist with the conservation team at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, and Chapter 
Representative and Director at Large for the DCFNPS.   
 
Please RSVP to RikiBonnema@gmail.com so we have a head count and can contact you if needed.  If you would like a parking 
pass (one per car; no guarantee!) please send your request to Riki by May 27.  Carpooling is recommended to save on costs.   

 
We will visit a preserve owned and managed by Miami Dade County’s 
Environmentally Endangered Lands Program. We will walk along a sandy 
open trail about half a mile to an area of the preserve that was burned last year 
and has been treated to control invasive species such as Madagascar-
periwinkle, Largeflower Mexican clover, St. Augustine grass and others that 
are popping up, especially around some of the only naturally occurring 
populations of the Federally listed Beach clustervine (Jacquemontia 
reclinata).  We will spend time walking off the trail, then go to the other side 
of the trail to head back. Other interesting plants we expect to see are Beach-

peanut, Seven-year apple, Darlingplum, Florida prairieclover and more!  (Photos by Riki Bonnema) 
 

After the walk, visit the Marjory Stoneman Douglas Biscayne Nature Center (it’s free) to learn more about the park, check out artifacts, 
bones, a cool historic shell collection, paintings by local artists, tropical fish and a tank with echinoderms that you may be able to 
interact with.  Bring a picnic to enjoy outside the Nature Center, then go for a swim! 
Read about the park and its history here.  Did you know Zoo Miami had its origins in Crandon Park’s botanical garden? 

 
• Difficulty: Easy-moderate (walking on sandy trails and off-trail on sand) in full sun 
• Bring/wear: Sun protection, closed toe shoes, water, lunch for afterwards (optional!) 
• Restrooms: By the Nature Center building for before or after the walk.  
• Parking: We will try to get parking passes from the park but these may be limited, if available. We highly recommend 

carpooling. Parking is $10 (PayByPhone app) and the bridge toll is $2.75 (with SunPass).  
• Note: Non-members are welcome!  We encourage joining to support the mission of FNPS.  Please leave pets at home.   

 

Dade Chapter’s iNaturalist project.  Add your DCFNPS field trip nature photos to iNaturalist for inclusion in our project to help us 
showcase the amazing biodiversity we find!  Upload your photos via the iNaturalist website (www.inaturalist.org) or app.  Then you can 
add them to "Florida Native Plant Society- Dade Chapter Field Trips".  See how here.  

 
 

Congratulations to Steve Woodmansee: FNPS Mentor! 
 

Dade Chapter President Steve Woodmansee was nominated by FNPS President Gene 
Kelly for this award.  It was presented via Zoom from the FNPS Board of Directors 
meeting held at the FNPS annual conference in April (surprising Steve in Miami).  The 
plaque was presented at our April 22 chapter meeting.  Well done, Steve! 
 

From the nomination submission: 
The Florida Native Plant Society (Society) created the Mentor Award in 1995 to 
recognize individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the science and/or 
practice of native plant conservation. It is the highest honor the Society can bestow and 
can only be conferred once per individual awardee. 
Excerpts from testimonials: 
• The amount of knowledge Steve has shared with me in the field is hard to quantify...   
have relished the opportunity to hear Steve's stories and experiences across many 

decades in South Florida. - Joe Montes de Oca (FNPS member; avid iNaturalist).   
• Steve has always been very generous with his time when given the opportunity to share information about the flora with any 
enthusiast. - Jimi Sadle (Biologist at Canaveral National Seashore).   
• He has pointed out (and I agree) that botanical curiosity is a rarity and if someone has it, it’s our responsibility to help them cultivate 
it. I have always appreciated his attitude in this regard! - Jennifer Possley (Director of Regional Conservation, Fairchild Tropical 
Botanic Garden). 
• He is a natural mentor and educator about … our native plants, native plant communities, natural processes, native landscaping, and 
conserving native plants… - Suzanne Kennedy (President and Sr. Ecological Scientist at Floravista).   
• Steve’s leadership … also included serving terms as both President and Vice-President of the Florida Native Plant Society. While 
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President, he guided the Society through an intensive strategic planning process that culminated in a big leap forward in the Society’s 
organizational structure and holistic pursuit of native plant conservation. - Gene Kelly, FNPS President 

 
 

Dade Chapter News 
 

● OUR ONLINE NATIVE PLANT STORE NEEDS YOUR HELP!  In order to keep up with increased demand, the nursery is 
looking to expand its capacity, and volunteers are needed for all aspects of the work, including obtaining and preparing seeds, 
germination, stepping up, organizing, labeling, and sales-related activities.  It’s a great opportunity to learn more about our natives, 
participate in providing hard or impossible to find wildflowers and grasses to the community and help DCFNPS financially, as proceeds 
after expenses go to the chapter.  If you can volunteer time or can provide seeds of our natives, please contact Raul Moas by email at 
moara.crot@gmail.com, or by text at 305-812-6999. 
 
● CHAPTER WORKDAY AT EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK.  On a Saturday in June (date TBA), 9 a.m. – noon (and 
more-less every other month).  Help with our native landscape maintenance at the Ernest F. Coe Visitor Center, the first habitat many 
visitors encounter up close in the park.  Non-members and students are invited.  We weed, prune, clean up, and answer questions from 
visitors.  The work is not difficult but is greatly appreciated by ENP.  Afterwards you can enter the park free.  New volunteers: 
Please contact Patty (pharespl@gmail.com) for date, details and questions. 
 
● WELCOME NEW DADE CHAPTER MEMBERS!  Sebastian Fernandez (student), Jeannie Vilato, 
Faith Borak, Venus Ibarra (student), Dylan Terry, David McDonald, Dale Clements, David and Isabelle 
Andrews, Amy Turkel, Harvey Bernstein, Nina Piken, and Jessica Shafer (Key Largo). 
Thank you to all who renewed recently for your ongoing support, interest and participation. 
  
● OUR ONLINE STORE (https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/) is constantly expanding.  
Plants: Check the site often for new species from more habitats and replenished inventory.  Pick up 
plants at the nursery in Pinecrest or at a meeting, or arrange delivery. 
Merchandise: Check out and order chapter shirts, mugs and tote bags with artwork by Kim Heise 
to pick up at meetings.  (You can also purchase merchandise at meetings.) 

 
 

Other News and Activities 
 

● DADE NATIVE PLANT WORKSHOP: It’s a field trip!  See https://nativeplantworkshop.ning.com/.  May 20, 6:00 p.m.  Old 
hands and new learners are encouraged to come. We resume our summer evening field trips (in lieu of an indoors workshop) starting 
with Pineshore Pineland Preserve in Kendall.  
 
● KEYS NATIVE PLANT WORKSHOP, May 20, 5:30 p.m., by Zoom.  Duane and Susan Kolterman will discuss “More South 
Florida Lamiids”.  Presenters are needed to continue these monthly learning opportunities. For more information or to be added to the 
email list, or if you would like to lead a workshop, please email Laurie.brooks52@gmail.com.  Presenting is a great way to learn! 

 
  

DCFNPS Native Store “Plant of the Month” 
Eastern Silver Aster (Symphyotrichum concolor) 

by Raul Moas  
 

A long-lived perennial, the Eastern Silver Aster ranks amongst the showiest of Miami-Dade’s pine rockland wildflowers, with  ¾” 
blue/lavender/pink flowers borne on erect or leaning 2-4' stems.  The beautiful autumn flower 
display attracts butterflies and other native pollinators.  It is widespread in the Panhandle and the 
SE coastal plain, but less common elsewhere in South and Central Florida.  
 
It does best with average moisture, but is tolerant of dry and poor soil once established. Flowers are 
best with abundant sun and in relative proximity to shorter grasses or other wildflowers, where the 
flower stems obtain support, or propped with stakes to get the best display and prevent the stems 
from leaning or sprawling. Like many pine rockland plants, branches can be trimmed to ground 
level after flowering/seed set.  
 
To establish, water daily for 2-3 weeks after planting, and thereafter according to rainfall. Standard 
slow-release granular fertilizer will help establish it.  The number of flower spikes increases over 
the years. 

Photo by Roger Hammer 
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NOW IS THE TIME!   

Spring pruning tips from the Native Plant Network at Fairchild 
 
If you have a garden with some native plants, you’re probably a member of the Native Plant Network (NPN) at Fairchild Tropical 
Botanic Garden (formerly the Connect to Protect Network).  But if you aren’t an NPN member or didn’t read their April 2025 
newsletter, and you have some pine rockland or hammock edge plants in your garden, you might have missed some timely and 
important information about spring plant maintenance.  

   
• Read the April NPN newsletter.  This is the time of year to heavily prune many woody and some non-woody 
plants.  
“The tricks are to (1) not do it until your plants are well-established (i.e. for shrubs, in the ground for at least two 
years), and (2), do it right before or at the start of the rainy season. A notable exception is the Dade County pine. 
These do not tolerate pruning.  When you prune a pine rockland plant, it will look awful at first, but this is 
temporary!”  Read the complete article for a list of specific plants and more details.  

 
• Another tip, of course, is to join the NPN if you have – or want to have – some native plants in your garden.  (You don’t even need 
to have any or all pine rockland plants, and it’s free, as are your starter plants from the nursery!)  See https://fairchildgarden.org/science-
and-education/science/native-plant-network/. 
 
• A final tip is that you can read a year’s worth of past NPN newsletter issues!  Look under “Membership benefits” for the monthly 
newsletter link.  You’ll find interesting and helpful articles about native flora and fauna in various habitats, issues, and lots more useful 
info. 

 
 

MAY MAGIC: Native Plants in Bloom 
By Karina Gomez 

 

 
May brings a colorful explosion to South Florida’s native landscapes. Here are a few standout bloomers to enjoy this month: 

• Coreopsis floridana (Florida tickseed): Bright yellow wildflowers that light up wet prairies but can also adapt to garden 
conditions, making it a bridge between wild and cultivated spaces, and attract bees and butterflies. (Coreopsis leavenworthii, 
Leavenworth’s tickseed, is more widespread in South Florida natural areas but may be less common in nurseries.  C. floridana 
is considered extirpated from Miami Dade.)   Fun Fact: Florida’s official state wildflower, Coreopsis, was chosen in 1991 for 
its widespread beauty and role in roadside restoration. 

• Glandularia maritima (Beach verbena): A rare South Florida native with beautiful lavender to pink flower clusters — perfect 
for coastal gardens and butterfly habitats. Fun Fact: It is endemic to Florida's southeastern coast and is listed as state-
threatened. 

• Salvia coccinea (Scarlet sage): Vibrant red flowers loved by hummingbirds and butterflies — blooms nearly year-round with 
minimal care, and self-seeds easily.  Fun Fact: Also known as a “firecracker plant” for its fiery red blooms that seem to 
explode from the stem — a perfect metaphor for how it attracts pollinators! 

Planting these natives helps support pollinators and keeps your garden vibrant and full of life. 
 

Bonus Blooms: More May Marvels 
Looking for even more color and wildlife appeal?  Consider adding: 
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• Helianthus debilis (Beach sunflower): A fast-growing, cheerful groundcover with bright yellow blooms almost year-round. 
• Hamelia patens (Firebush): A showy shrub with fiery red-orange flowers that attract hummingbirds, butterflies, and bees. 
• Psychotria nervosa (Wild coffee): A shady understory shrub with subtle spring blooms and berries for birds. 

These plants are low-maintenance, drought-tolerant once established, and perfect for South Florida gardens! 
 

Karina Gomez is DCFNPS Vice President and Communications chair.  She is an avid native plant gardener, as you can see! 
 

 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and X. 

Check out the DadeFNPS website and our Native Plant Online Store. 
 Linktree/dcfnps for DCFNPS has all our links (plus some for FNPS) in one place. 

 
 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS AND NON-PROFIT MEMBERS  
and other businesses who support FNPS and DCFNPS at a higher level. 

 

Their interest in native plants and extra financial support are much appreciated and helpful to the mission of FNPS and the chapter.  
They also promote FNPS and may contribute in other ways through event participation, presentations, articles, field trips, donations and 
more.  Thank you from all of us! 

Casaplanta Garden Center  www.casaplantamiami.com/ 
Curtis & Rogers Design Studio, Inc. www.curtisrogers.com/ 
Everglades Nursery www.plantant.com/nursery-availability/1010497/everglades-nursery-brokers-inc 
Green Explorers Academy greenexplorersacademy.com/ 
Institute for Regional Conservation www.regionalconservation.org/ 
Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Gardens www.keywest.garden/ 
LandscapeDE www.landscapede.com/ 
Leafwing (native container gardens) www.leafwing.com/ 
NaMa Native Landscapes www.namaprojects.com/ and Flora of Miami Garden Center floraofmiami.com/ 
Native Tree Nursery www.nativetreenursery.com/ 
Santos Padron Group, Pond & Gardening pondandgardening.odoo.com/ 
Smarty Plants Nursery smartyplantsnursery.com/ 
Susan Casey (Casey’s Corner Nursery) www.plantrealflorida.org/professionals/detail/16 
Taylor Schwartz Design  tylerschwartzdesign.com/   

 

 

Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society - For Miami-Dade and the Florida Keys 
Chapter communication:   DadeFNPS@gmail.com, www.DadeFNPS.org/ 

Mail: Dade Chapter FNPS, 6619 S. Dixie Hwy, #181, Miami FL 33143-7919 
 

Board members and team members: 
President: Steve Woodmansee        Vice-President: Karina Gomez       Secretary: Carmen Ferreiro     Treasurer: Susan Walcutt 

   At Large: Joey Basna, Riki Bonnema, Raul Moas, Charlie Reverte, Jeanne Rothchild    Past President: Brian Diaz 
FNPS Council of Chapters representative and volunteer hours reporting: Riki Bonnema 

 

Newsletter editor: Patty Phares     Mail Chimp and Social Media: Karina Gomez  
  Webmaster: Haniel Pulido Jr., dadefnpsweb@gmail.com 

 

Tillandsia Newsletter 
Please contact the editor if you might like to join the Tillandsia staff or contribute an article. 

Articles, announcements and news items are invited for Tillandsia from Dade and Keys members.  Advertising rates from $12 per month. 
 

Florida Native Plant Society: FNPS communication:   info@fnps.org, 321-271-6702, https://www.fnps.org 
© 2025 Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society, Inc. 
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