
Tillandsia     
Newsletter of the Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society 

For Miami-Dade County and the Florida Keys 
Mission: To champion Florida’s native plants and their habitats. 

 

MARCH 2025 
 

Chapter and FNPS calendar.  See https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/ for activities of the Dade Chapter (and all FNPS) 
Mar. 16: Broward Chapter field trip to Long Pine Key – Dade members are invited 
Mar. 22: DCFNPS 27th Annual Native Plant Day  
Mar. 25: Chapter meeting, Pinecrest Gardens 
Apr. 2-6: FNPS 43rd Conference in Gainesville.  Register now! 
   

 • Native Plant Day needs: plants, publicity, volunteers. Please sign up now to volunteer. 
 • News from the Dade Chapter and FNPS 
 • Other activities of interest  
 • Plant of the Month from our online plant store: “Florida Shrub Thoroughwort, Koanophyllon villosum” by Raul Moas 

 
 

DADE CHAPTER MEETING 
Tuesday, March 25, 2025, 7:30 PM 

Pinecrest Gardens, 11000 SW 57 Ave. (Red Road), Miami 
Free - all are invited 

Come early or stay late to enjoy refreshments, socialize and browse the merchandise (including our brand new shirts, mugs and 
totebags) and raffle tables. The raffle follows the program.  The program is also live-streamed and recorded on YouTube.  Check out 
the new merchandise in advance here and pick up pre-orders made from our online store. 

 

“The Palmetto of Florida: A Living Legacy of Resilience and Adaptation”  
- Daniel A. Tucker, FIU Doctoral Student & Montgomery Botanical Graduate Fellow 

 

Florida’s native Sabal species, collectively known as the “Palmetto”, exemplify a profound intersection of ecological resilience and 
cultural heritage. This presentation offers an in-depth examination of the evolutionary, ecological, and historical significance of 
Florida’s Sabal species. 
 

The discussion will explore the adaptive strategies that have enabled species such as Sabal palmetto to persist across diverse and often 
challenging environments, ranging from coastal hammocks to pine rocklands. Additionally, it will address the critical conservation 
challenges surrounding Sabal miamiensis, a species facing imminent extinction, situating this concern within broader themes of habitat 
degradation and ecological stewardship. This presentation will highlight the urgent and ongoing conservation efforts dedicated to 
preventing its extinction, including novel horticulture techniques, ex situ cultivation, and collaborative initiatives among botanical 
institutions and conservation organizations. While the plight of S. miamiensis will be highlighted, it serves as a focal point within a more 
comprehensive exploration of Sabal’s integral role in Florida’s natural history. 
 

By integrating historical context with contemporary botanical research, this presentation seeks to illuminate the essential ecological 
functions and historical significance of the Palmetto in Florida's ecosystems. Furthermore, it aims to cultivate a deeper appreciation for 
these emblematic palms and underscore the urgency of preserving Florida’s native plant biodiversity. Attendees will gain both scientific 
insight and a heightened sense of responsibility toward the conservation of these iconic species.   
 

Daniel A. Tucker is a Doctoral Student in the Conservation & Sustainable Horticulture Lab at Earth and Environment Department, 
Florida International University, and a Montgomery Botanical Graduate Fellow at Montgomery 
Botanical Center. His research focuses on the identification and conservation of critically endangered 
and locally threatened palm species in Florida, particularly the recently rediscovered Sabal miamiensis. 
His work integrates advanced technologies like optical sensors and LiDAR to assess plant health and 
habitat suitability with traditional botanical field techniques. Daniel’s passion for Florida’s unique 
ecosystems drives his commitment to safeguarding biodiversity in the face of climate change. He has 
authored multiple publications on palm conservation and sustainable horticulture practices and actively 
contributes to conservation initiatives throughout the region. Daniel is also an active member of the 
South Florida Palm Society and The Explorers Club, reflecting his dedication to botanical exploration 
and conservation.  

 

• Refreshments: You are invited to bring light finger foods and to help set up and clean up afterwards.  Questions? Contact Karina, 
305-490-1677 or kmgxoxo@me.com). 
• Raffle contributions: Thank you for your native plants or plant-related items!  PLEASE LABEL EACH PLANT with at least the 
common name written on paper, tape or stake (more info is welcome).  

https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/
https://www.fnps.org/conference/2025
https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-OsAX2KsRYQ6X5A
https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/
mailto:kmgxoxo@me.com


• Online viewing: www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-OsAX2KsRYQ6X5A. You will see only the computer-based portions of 
the meeting.  Chat will be enabled. 
• Questions:  DadeFNPS@gmail.com 
• Past presentations: Use the YouTube link above or from DadeFNPS.org (at bottom of home page), Click Videos or Live for all 
available recordings.  We regret that February’s program was not recorded due to lack of WiFi. 
• April  program: Jim Fourqurean, Professor at FIU, Seagrass lab (title TBA) 

 
 

FIELD TRIP: Long Pine Key, Everglades National Park 
Sunday, March 16, 2025 

 

Time, address and directions are in the newsletter mailed to members. Please join to enjoy all the activities of the chapter. 
 

The BROWARD CHAPTER welcomes the Dade Chapter on their upcoming March trip.  Please see the complete information on 
the FNPS events calendar here. 
Meet at the Coe Visitor Center to carpool into the park (bring your entrance pass if you have one).  The walk will begin with the 3-in-1 
Trail (pineland, prairie, hammock) that starts at the Long Pine Key picnic area.  The pineland received a prescribed burn in January so 
this is the perfect opportunity to see a burst of post-fire wildflowers.  Please RSVP by emailing BrowardChapterFNPS@gmail.com 
so they have a head count of attendees. 

 
 

27th ANNUAL NATIVE PLANT DAY 
Saturday, March 22, 2025 

 

Castellow Hammock Preserve and Nature Center (22301 SW 162 Ave.)    
Sponsored by the Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society & Miami-Dade Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces 

 
The event schedule of programs and activities is now available.  Please spread the word by sharing any of these links. 

Use Linktree (https://linktr.ee/dcfnps) for everything in one place: website, calendar and social media.   
Our website has the schedule, and a map for directions 
This calendar page has an event description plus attachments including the schedule, a poster to print for bulletin boards, and 
postcard images. 

Other ways to help: 
 Questions or input? Contact us at DadeFNPS@gmail.com or Jeanne Rothchild at jmrothchild9446@gmail.com. 

 

VOLUNTEER using this form as soon as possible. (Or, if needed, email us.) Friday (setup) and Saturday time slots available.    
Add comments for caveats on your availability or assignment.  We’re flexible! Students (earn service hours), friends and family should 
sign up separately to volunteer.  If you especially like helping with kids’ activities (or other activity), please let us know.   
DONATE ITEMS.  If you can’t bring your donations on Friday by 3 pm or on Saturday by 10 am, we can try to arrange an alternate 
time or place for delivery, but please contact us ASAP to describe what you have. 
    ♦ Native plants (sale, raffle, give-away): 4” to 3-gallon pots. Wildflowers and other small species and shrubs are popular. Label with 
common or scientific name. Plants should be native to Miami-Dade, Monroe or adjacent counties.  If possible, please email us a list of 
the species and quantity by March 18 so we know what to expect and can make signs.  Small plants that are lawn weeds or not quite 
ready or nice enough for sale can be used for educational purposes or given away.  (But not plants that are in serious need of rehab!) 
   ♦ Useful/decorative items or books related to native plants, nature, gardening (raffles). 
   ♦ Seeds of SE Florida native species (give away).  Try to let us know the species in advance. Can be in individual packets or loose. 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-OsAX2KsRYQ6X5A
https://dade.fnpschapters.org/
https://teamup.com/event/show/id/AiYKAKAoXZMbquMfLLzpv3mkiZ1CUP
https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/nativeplantday/
https://linktr.ee/dcfnps
https://linktr.ee/dcfnps
https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/nativeplantday/
https://teamup.com/event/show/id/tfTSWuyG6D8XjZPrjner8BJPEyxRGB
mailto:DadeFNPS@gmail.com
mailto:mjmrothchild9446@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1c5nP8ZJthtjU2UlAZyI2Ask95JoHAsKto3VrWcRoB6E/edit


   ♦ Past copies of the FNPS Palmetto magazine (give away).  
BRING A GARDEN CART to loan for use in hauling plants from the sales to holding area (while you are at the event).  
BRING CARDBOARD FLATS, BOXES, USED BAGS for shoppers to carry plants. (Ask at grocery stores for flats.) 
LIKE TO CAMP OUT?  A small group can stay on Friday night to discourage curiosity about the tents and plants already set up. Park 
security patrol also checks in during the night. 

 
 

DADE CHAPTER and FNPS NEWS 
 

● Seeking new Dade Chapter board members.  Have you thought of joining the chapter leadership to apply your skills and 
enthusiasm in support of the mission to “champion Florida’s native plants and their habitats”?  Now’s the time, as the board election 
will be held at the May meeting.  A slate of nominees will be presented in advance. (This is not a competitive election.)  Please contact 
the nominating committee chair, Brian Diaz, by text (786-521-0843) or DadeFNPS@gmail.com to learn more.   

● Welcome new Dade Chapter members!  Latoya Jimenez, Jonas Nash, Vera Mullery, Mary A. Ostlund, Andrew Furmanski, Kristina 
Casas, Teresa Prol, Alan Scott, Elise and Peter Lahna Syl Graber, Jeff Blakley, Patricia Gum (all in Miami-Dade).  Thank you to all 
who renewed recently for your ongoing support, interest and participation.  
● FNPS is Going Greener: Digital Palmetto for a Stronger Conservation Impact. In case you missed the February 20 email from 
FNPS with the subject line “FNPS: Palmetto 41:1” … The Florida Native Plant Society is committed to reducing our environmental 
footprint while maximizing our conservation efforts. As part of this commitment, we are transitioning to a digital-only format for the 
Palmetto—eliminating the need for paper, ink, and shipping emissions. As a member, you'll receive an email when a new issue is out 
and free access to the archives. [An update on March 7 offers printed copies as an add-on to membership.  If you did not receive this 
information or have questions, please contact FNPS at info@FNPS.org or call 321-271-6702.] 

● FNPS Conference: April 3-6, 2025, in Gainesville.  See the conference website 
https://www.fnps.org/conference/2025 to check out the agenda, speakers, social events and field trips - then 
register.  Note that social events and field trips are selected at registration and have an additional cost.  
Everyone is excited about the resumption of in-person conferences in a place we like to visit, so field trips are 
filling up fast.  If you are thinking of going, try to register and reserve a hotel room soon!         
The Dade Chapter is gathering items for a “gift basket” from DCFNPS for the conference silent auction.  
This is a small (and fun!) way for us to support the many functions of FNPS that the chapter uses and member 

benefits we all receive, as well as the mission of FNPS.  We welcome your donations of small items, especially things that represent the 
subtropics (e.g. preserved tropical food items, crafts of local materials), entrance passes for 2 people or a family to local gardens and 
attractions, nice decorative or useful items, things that both visitors and residents of the Miami/Keys area could enjoy.   Please email 
DadeFNPS@gmail.com by March 25 with questions or to let us know what items you could donate.  You can bring them to the March 
25 meeting or we can try to make other arrangements. 

 
 

OTHER NEWS and ACTIVITIES 
 

● Dade Native Plant Workshop.  See https://nativeplantworkshop.ning.com/.  Mar. 18, 5 p.m. at Miami Dade College Kendall 
Campus. Topic: Floating aquatic plants.  Old hands and new learners are encouraged to come!  
● Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Program Volunteer days. 9 a.m.-noon.  https://mdc-eel-program-mdc.hub.arcgis.com/  
Questions: 305-372-6687, eel@miamidade.gov. Mar. 22: Arch Creek & Addition Preserves (Environmental Education Forum) 
● Plant Biologists of South Florida annual meeting, April 12, 2025, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, at the FIU International Center for Tropical 
Botany (ICTB) at the Kampong - National Tropical Botanical Garden, 3959 South Douglas Road, Miami, FL. An informal meeting for 
those interested in botany to share knowledge with 12-minute talks. Stay for lunch (bring your own) and then explore the Kampong, the 
estate of Dr. David Fairchild.  Scientists, students, and others who love plants are welcome to attend! To submit a talk or poster, 
email Phil Busey at phil@philbusey.com for instructions by March 15.  Your research need not be restricted to South Florida plants. 
The presentation schedule will be posted soon after March 15 at https://pbsf.org.  Questions: info@pbsf.org. 
● Keys Native Plant Workshop, Mar. 18, 5:30 PM, by Zoom.  Presenters are needed to continue these monthly learning 
opportunities. For more information or to be added to the email list, or if you would like to lead a workshop, please email 
FKNPW@outlook.com. Presenting is a great way to learn! 

mailto:DadeFNPS@gmail.com
https://www.fnps.org/conference/2025
https://nativeplantworkshop.ning.com/
https://mdc-eel-program-mdc.hub.arcgis.com/
mailto:eel@miamidade.gov
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mailto:info@pbsf.org
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● David Lee (1942-2022) was an influential botanist and professor at Florida International University from 1980 
until 2016, and many of us knew him.  His friends have established a scholarship for botanical studies at FIU in his 
memory. Fundraising started in 2023, but more is needed to reach the goal for endowment. Read more about David 
and his contributions to the world at  
https://ignite.fiu.edu/give-now/giving-opportunities/schools-and-colleges/college-of-arts-science-
and-education/dr.-david-lee-botany-scholarship-fund/index.html or scan this QR code 
For help with contributions from RMDs (Required Minimum Distribution) please contact 
Stephanie Cox at FIU (office 305-348-5875; cell 805-252-5690). 
 

 
DCFNPS Native Store “Plant of the Month”:  

 Florida Shrub Thoroughwort, Koanophyllon villosum 
by Raul Moas 

Appearance/Growth habit: Erect shrub with wide crown, to 4+ feet. 
Lifespan: Long-lived perennial.   
Flowers: Frequent clusters of light-colored rayless aster flowers.  
Behavior: Moderate growth rate, fairly compact, does well in full and partial sun. 
Natural range: Rock ridge pinelands; occurs from the Keys to the southern half of Miami-Dade 
County.  
Ecology: The flowers are butterfly magnets, and Monarchs are especially avid visitors. 
Drought-tolerance: Good  
Shade tolerance:  Fair, will flower in partial shade.    
Planting and initial care: Water daily for 2 weeks.  Initial slow-release fertilizer is optional, but 
will help establish the plant. 
Recruitment: Self-seeds if ground is cleared, and also will grow on bare limestone surface.  
Comments: A handsome well-behaved medium-sized shrub.                                                                      Photo by Roger Hammer 
  

Our online store (https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/) is constantly expanding. 
Check the site often for new species from more habitats and replenished inventory! 

 
                               Also check out and order the new chapter shirts, mugs and tote bags with artwork by Kim Heise! 

 
 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and X. 
Check out the DadeFNPS website and our Native Plant Online Store. 

 Linktree/dcfnps for DCFNPS (https://linktr.ee/dcfnps has all our links (plus some for FNPS) in one place! 
 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS AND NON-PROFIT MEMBERS  
and other businesses who support FNPS and DCFNPS at a higher level. 

 

Their interest in native plants and extra financial support are much appreciated and helpful to the mission of FNPS and the chapter.  
They also promote FNPS and may contribute in other ways through event participation, presentations, articles, field trips, donations and 
more.  Thank you from all of us! 

Casaplanta Garden Center  www.casaplantamiami.com/ 
Curtis & Rogers Design Studio, Inc. www.curtisrogers.com/ 
Everglades Nursery www.plantant.com/nursery-availability/1010497/everglades-nursery-brokers-inc 
Green Explorers Academy greenexplorersacademy.com/ 
Institute for Regional Conservation www.regionalconservation.org/ 
Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Gardens www.keywest.garden/ 
LandscapeDE www.landscapede.com/ 
Leafwing (native container gardens) info@leafwing.com 
NaMa Native Landscapes www.namaprojects.com/ and Flora of Miami Garden Center floraofmiami.com/ 
Native Tree Nursery www.nativetreenursery.com/ 
Santos Padron Group, Pond & Gardening pondandgardening.odoo.com/ 
Smarty Plants Nursery smartyplantsnursery.com/ 
Susan Casey (Casey’s Corner Nursery) www.plantrealflorida.org/professionals/detail/16 
Taylor Schwartz Design  tylerschwartzdesign.com/   
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Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society - For Miami-Dade and the Florida Keys 
Chapter communication:   DadeFNPS@gmail.com, www.DadeFNPS.org/ 

Mail: Dade Chapter FNPS, 6619 S. Dixie Hwy, #181, Miami FL 33143-7919 
 

Board members and team members: 
President: Steve Woodmansee        Vice-President: Karina Gomez       Secretary: Carmen Ferreiro     Treasurer: Susan Walcutt 

   At Large: Joey Basna, Riki Bonnema, Raul Moas, Charlie Reverte, Jeanne Rothchild    Past President: Brian Diaz 
FNPS Council of Chapters representative and volunteer hours reporting: Riki Bonnema 

 

Newsletter editor: Patty Phares     Mail Chimp and Social Media: Karina Gomez  
  Webmaster: Haniel Pulido Jr., dadefnpsweb@gmail.com 

 

Tillandsia Newsletter 
Please contact the editor if you might like to join the Tillandsia staff or contribute an article. 

Articles, announcements and news items are invited for Tillandsia from Dade and Keys members.  Advertising rates from $12 per month. 
 

Florida Native Plant Society: FNPS communication:   info@fnps.org, 321-271-6702, http://www.fnps.org 
© 2025 Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society, Inc. 
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