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Chapter and FNPS calendar. See https:/dade.fapschapters.org/events/ for Dade Chapter and Broward Chapter activities.
Jan. 18: Field trip to Big Cypress
Jan. 28: Chapter meeting, Pinecrest Gardens
Feb. 1: Workday at Everglades National Park
Feb. 8: Deadline for FNPS Conservation Grant applications to DCFNPS for sponsorship consideration
Feb. 15: Landscape tour — Camp Matecumbe Playground
Feb. 16: Chapter table at Castellow Hammock Open House
Feb 25: Chapter meeting, Pinecrest Gardens
Feb. 23: Field trip (TBA) in Miami-Dade (in conjunction with Palm Beach Chapter Native Plant Expo on Feb. 22)
Mar. 22: DCFNPS 27th Annual Native Plant Day
Apr. 2-6: FNPS 43™ Conference in Gainesville. Registration is open!

 Native Plant Day needs: plants, volunteers and more
* News from the Dade Chapter and FNPS
* Other activities of interest

* Plant of the Month from our online plant store: “Deering’s Partridgepea” by Raul Moas
* “Spring Ladies’-Tresses” by Roger Hammer

DADE CHAPTER MEETING

Tuesday, January 28, 2025, 7:30 PM
Pinecrest Gardens, 11000 SW 57 Ave. (Red Road), Miami
Free - all are invited
Come early or stay late to enjoy refreshments, socialize and browse the merchandise and raffle tables. The raffle follows the
program. The program is also live-streamed and recorded on YouTube.

"The Mystery of Plant Names” - Roger L. Hammer
Carl Linnaeus created the genus and species binomial nomenclature system in 1735, and is still in use
today. This program reveals the meanings or derivations of botanical names and some of the common
names of plants native to Florida. Some names may describe certain characteristics of the plant, its
habitat, or even its range, while other names honor people who had something to do with the plant.

Roger Hammer is a professional naturalist and was the manager of Castellow Hammock Nature
Center for Miami-Dade County Parks for 30 years. He received the first Marjory Stoneman Douglas
Award presented by the Dade Chapter FNPS in 1982 and numerous other awards from FNPS and
other organizations, and well as an honorary Doctor of Science degree from Florida International
University.

Roger is credited with discovering a population of the Florida atala butterfly, which was long-ago
thought to be extinct. He discovered the first pair of Bahama woodstar hummingbirds in Florida, as
well as two species of orchids not previously known to occur in Florida. He is an avid long-distance
solo canoeist, kayak-fishing enthusiast, photographer, and the author of nine books on Florida
nature (www.rogerlhammer.com/index.html), which he will be selling at the meeting (cash/check,
mostly $25 or $30 tax included). His articles and photos appear frequently in the FNPS magazine,
Palmetto. Roger is a longtime member of FNPS and lives in Homestead with his wife, Michelle.

* Refreshments: You are invited to bring light finger foods and to help set up and clean up afterwards. Questions? Contact Karina,

305-490-1677 or kmgxoxo@me.com).

* Raffle contributions: Thank you for your native plants or plant-related items! PLEASE LABEL EACH PLANT with at least the
common name written on paper, tape or stake (more info is welcome).

* Online viewing: www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-OsAX2KsRYQ6X5A. You will see only the computer-based portions of
the meeting. Chat will be enabled.

* Questions: DadeFNPS@gmail.com
* Past presentations: Use the YouTube link above or from DadeFNPS.org (at bottom of home page), Click Videos or Live for all

available recordings including November’s “Exploring Factors in Native Plant Germination: Students of Jose Marti MAST Academy”
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FIELD TRIP — Big Cypress National Preserve
Saturday January 18, 2025

Time, address and directions are in the newsletter mailed to members. Please join to enjoy all the activities of the chapter.

Registration is not required but is suggested so we know to expect you and can be in touch beforehand if needed.
(7 Register here: https://forms.gle/gtZHyc4Ukf3VYzL.99
Non-members are invited but we encourage joining to support FNPS and the Dade Chapter!

We will hike the Florida Trail South from Alligator Alley (I-75) at MM 63. Our leader conducted research in this area in recent years.
The beginning section is open, with prairie-like vegetation and some interesting herbaceous flowering plants (which might not be
flowering now). We then will go through a tropical hardwood hammock before entering into an area of cypress prairie and cypress
domes. We will botanize as we hike for up to 2 miles before turning back. You are welcome to return at any time. We may be wading
in shallow water or mud, or may be on dry land. Just consider it an adventure.

Leader: Dr. Hong Liu, Professor in FIU’s Department of Earth and Environment and FNPS member

Difficulty: Moderate, though if the trail is very wet it will be more difficult.

Bring/wear: Water, long pants/sleeves, shoes and pants that can get wet or muddy, hat, sun protection, insect repellent (just in case).
Binoculars are optional but might add to the fun. A4 walking stick (broom handle will do) is advised especially if there is water or mud.
Bring lunch if you’d like to picnic afterward at the rest area. There are vending machines at the rest area.

Notes: Leave valuables at home and be sure to lock car doors at the parking area. Please do not bring pets.

Dade Chapter’s iNaturalist project. Add your DCFNPS field trip nature photos to iNaturalist for inclusion in our project to help us
showcase the amazing biodiversity we find! Upload your photos via the iNaturalist website (www.inaturalist.org) or app. Then you can
add them to "Florida Native Plant Society- Dade Chapter Field Trips". See how here.

ey 27" ANNUAL NATIVE PLANT DAY
3 Saturday, March 22, 2025, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 'DADE

Castellow Hammock Preserve and Nature Center (22301 SW 162 Ave.)
Sponsored by the Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society & Miami-Dade Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces

We can’t do it without help from our members and friends, so please read on! More details coming soon.

This is a full day of programs, nature walks, educational tables by organizations and agencies, plant and merchandise sales, raffles,
activities for all ages, opportunities for networking and socializing, and just enjoying nature in the park.

* Please consider volunteering for a shift during the event or for setup the day before. Specific information will be forthcoming
soon or contact Jeanne Rothchild at jmrothchild9446@gmail.com.

* Plan to donate native plants. Pot up volunteers/prepare plants in 4” to 3-gallon pots. Please start prepping your plants now so they
are well-established in two months. Wildflowers and other small species and shrubs are especially desirable. If you need pots or have
questions, please contact us. (If you can t deliver at those times, we can try to arrange an alternate time or place for delivery, but please
contact us to describe what size plants and quantity you expect to have.)

* Set aside other items for merchandise sales, raffles, children’s activities, or to give away. Anything related to native plants, nature,
gardening (useful or decorative items, books).

* Save seeds of SE Florida native species you think would be of interest to others. We can divide seeds up into small packets to give
away. (Let us know what you have or bring them to a meeting.)

* Donate past copies of the Palmetto magazine to offer to visitors. Bring on the day, or to an activity before the date (no other
magazines, please!).

* Spread the word to friends, family, colleagues. Information will be on our events calendar https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/, and
at https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/nativeplantday/

* Suggest presenters, organizations to set up display tables, youth groups to volunteer, a Miami-Dade County approved food
vendor (not food trucks).

* Questions or input? Contact us at DadeFNPS@gmail.com, or Jeanne Rothchild at jmrothchild9446@gmail.com.

NEWS FROM THE CHAPTER BOARD

President’s message
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The New Year is here, and a hot cup of coffee or tea feels good in your hand these cooler mornings.

In October Lydia Cuni resigned as secretary as she moved to Alabama. I wish to thank Lydia for her years of service as her
contributions were numerous. Not only doing the duties of secretary, Lydia helped keep track of our email account, and also managed
the emailing of our newsletter, and much more. She served on the Field Trip Committee, and led many field trips as she is very
knowledgeable about our native flora. Lydia’s delightful smile and versatile nature will be missed.

Carmen Ferreiro has agreed to act as chapter secretary. I have known Carmen for several years as a customer, and she has regaled
me with stories of wildlife in her now lovely yard after filling it with native plants.

Our next board meeting is on January 15™ at 6PM as a remote Zoom conference. If you wish to join us and observe our activities,
please contact me dadefnps@gmail.com. I warn you though, we have a board opening.

Finally, I also wanted to mention that FNPS updated the strategic plan last year, and also modified our mission which is now “...To
champion Florida’s native plants and their habitats”. You can learn about it here: https://www.fnps.org/who-we-are/mission

It is an honor to serve.
Steve Woodmansee, President, DCFNPS

New Board member, Carmen Ferreiro
Carmen grew up and continues to reside in South Dade. With a lifelong interest and love of nature, she spends a lot of time exploring
the native pine rocklands and rockland hammock natural areas in Miami-Dade and the Florida Everglades. Her passion for native plants
began after Hurricane Andrew, helping with restoration efforts in Key Biscayne at Bill Baggs Cape Coral State Park and adjacent areas
removing non-native species and planting mangroves with Miami-Dade County DERM. From 2012-2020 she volunteered at
Everglades National Park at the visitor center and with trail maintenance, in particular working with park staff on post-hurricane Wilma
clean-up and clearing debris in the Bear Lake area. With help from a friend and native plant enthusiasts, she began a small footprint pine
rockland and hammock gardens in her home, a project that includes well over 50 native trees and shrubs. The various nectar and host
plants she planted have attracted several native butterfly and moth species, also several species of migrating songbirds. One of the
wildlife highlights has been annual visits from the Florida Duskywing to the Locustberry to oviposit and bearing larva. The other was
the discovery of a Florida brownsnake under a plant pot. At present, she volunteers with the Fairchild Conservation Team on restoration
efforts at AD Barnes Park. In her spare time she enjoys working in her gardens, enjoying long walks in natural areas, finding and
observing hawks, nature photography, reading and astronomy.

DADE CHAPTER and FNPS NEWS

Welcome new Dade Chapter members! In Miami-Dade: Diego Molea (student), Alfred Cioffi, Emilia de Quesada, Jay Reinfeld,
Sharon Clifford, Martha Arguelles. Thank you to all who renewed recently for your ongoing support, interest and participation!

Give Miami Day 2024 wrap-up. DCFNPS exceeded our Give Miami Day fundraising goal for 2024, thanks to 42 chapter members
and friends. Direct donations of $4,227 were boosted by the Miami Foundation through matching and bonus donations to a grand total
0f $6,579. This annual giving event in November not only provides a convenient way for supporters to donate online, but it also
provides us with extra funds raised by the Miami Foundation. We are very grateful to all who made this happen! These funds will help
us continue to present Native Plant Day and to further our education and outreach in new ways. We also support the annual FNPS
Conservation grants for applied native plant conservation projects in Florida. Since 2013 we have contributed $18,000 to honor the
memory of founders Joyce and Don Gann.

Chapter Workday at Everglades National Park. Saturday, February 1, 9 a.m. — noon (and more-less every other month)

Help with our native landscape maintenance at the Ernest F. Coe Visitor Center, the first habitat many visitors encounter up close in the
park. Non-members and students are invited. We weed, prune, clean up, and answer questions from visitors. The work is not difficult
but is greatly appreciated by ENP. We provide hand tools and gloves, but bring your own if you prefer. Wear sun protection, hat, long
pants and sleeves, closed shoes, bring a water bottle. Afterwards you can enter the park free (with everyone in your car). New
volunteers: Please contact Patty (pharespl@gmail.com) for details and questions.

Landscape tour: Saturday, February 15, 3 p.m. at Camp Matecumbe Playground in Kendall. This 2023 FNPS Landscape Award
recipient project at a Miami-Dade park was designed by LandscapeDE (a Dade Chapter business member). More details next month.

Castellow Hammock Open House. February 16, noon-3:30. DCFNPS will have a table to promote Native Plant Day (at this same
park!), native plants and the chapter. If you can volunteer to help staff our table or have display items for the table (a nice plant?),
please email DadeFNPS@gmail.com.

Palm Beach Chapter FNPS Native Plant Expo). February 22. Check out the extensive and interesting agenda. Registration required.
On Sunday, February 23, an array of South Florida field trips will be hosted by partnering organizations across South Florida. The
trip by the Dade Chapter and other organizations will be announced.

FNPS Research, Conservation and Ethnobotany Grants. See https://www.fnps.org/what-we-do/awards/ for information on these
grants. Non-members may apply! Applications are due to FNPS on March 1, 2025.
Conservation Grant applications for Miami-Dade County and the Florida Keys: To qualify, an FNPS chapter must sponsor the
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proposed project (one per chapter). To have your project be considered for sponsorship by DCFNPS, please email your
application to dadefnps@gmail.com by February 8th so that the selection can be made in time for the March 1 application deadline.

OTHER NEWS and ACTIVITIES

Dade Native Plant Workshop. See https://nativeplantworkshop.ning.com/. Jan 21, 5 p.m. at Miami Dade College Kendall Campus.
Topic: The genus Symphyotrichum (Asters). Old hands and new learners are encouraged to come!

Environmentally Endangered Lands Program Volunteer days. 9 a.m.-noon. https://mdc-eel-program-mdc.hub.arcgis.com/
Questions: 305-372-6687, eel@miamidade.gov. Jan. 20, 3-6 p.m.: Florida City Pineland, habitat restoration. Feb. 2: Tree Island
Preserve, wetland education and tour. Feb. 12: East Greynolds, Tree Care Day (Tu BiShvat).

Biscayne Nature Center (Key Biscayne). Naturalist-led Seagrass Adventure, Hardwood Hammock Hike, or Weeding Warriors group.
https://biscaynenaturecenter.org/family_excursions/

In the Keys:
Keys Native Plant Workshop, Jan. 21, 5:30 PM, by Zoom. Presenters are needed to continue these monthly learning opportunities.

For more information or to be added to the email list, or if you would like to lead a workshop, please email FKNPW @outlook.com.
Presenting is a great way to learn!

The 34th Annual Lecture Series: “The Delicate Balance of Nature 2025”. Wednesdays, 7:30 PM, January 15 — March 5, at John
Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park. Admission is free. Seating is limited. For complete schedule and details, see

https://pennekampparkfriends.org/event/delicate-balance-of-nature-lectures/ or call Elena Muratori at 305-676-3786.

Native Plant Day Giveaway and Nature Walks. Saturday, January 25, 2025, 9AM to noon, at John Pennekamp Coral Reef
State Park (MM 102.5 Overseas Hwy). There will be nature walks, butterfly garden tours, a talk on landscaping with native plants, and
tables by numerous organizations. To encourage residents to grow native plants in home landscapes, several species grown from native
seeds will be given away (to Keys’ residents only). Admission to the park is $8 per vehicle, plus 50 cents per person. If there is heavy
rain the alternate date is February 1. The event is sponsored by Dagny Johnson Key Largo Hammock Botanical State Park.

DCFNPS Native Plant Store “Plant of the Month”:

Deering’s Partridgepea, Chamaecrista deeringiana
By Raul Moas

Deering’s Partridgepea is a 2-3 ft-tall short-lived perennial shrub with numerous bright-yellow flowers, distinguished from its more
widespread relative, the Common Partridgepea (Chamaecrista fasciculata), by having striking dark-red or black anthers. Like the
Common Partridgepea, it is a strong attractant of butterflies and native pollinator bees, and is a larval host plant for the Cloudless
Sulphur (Phoebis sennae).

In Florida it was originally limited to the Pine Rocklands of Miami-Dade (and formerly the Lower Keys), but
is does well in other substrates and is drought-tolerant once established, flowering best with at least some full
sun exposure, but also in partial/light shade. In full sun it may spread almost as wide as tall, but tends to grow
upwards if surrounded by other wildflowers and grasses in a native planting, though it doesn’t crowd out
nearby smaller plants.

Initial care should include daily watering for at least 2 weeks (and longer during prolonged dry spells). Initial
slow-release fertilizer is optional, but will help establish the plant.

Its only drawback is a short lifespan (usually 2-3 years), but it will repopulate from seed if the surrounding
ground is clear.

Its abundant and attractive flowers, wildlife value, and unobtrusive growth and it makes a great small shrub for native plantings and
flower gardens!

Our online store (https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/) is constantly expanding.
Check the site often for new and replenished species from more habitats!
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SPRING LADIES’-TRESSES
By Roger L. Hammer

Although January is hardly ever thought of as springtime, don’t tell that to the native orchid we
call the spring ladies’-tresses (Spiranthes vernalis). The genus name means “coil flower” and
alludes to the spiraling floral arrangement of many members of the genus, and vernalis relates to
the vernal equinox, which marks when the sun crosses above Earth’s equator, moving from north
to south, as springtime arrives. And, each year, beginning in January, southern Florida is graced
by the arrival of the spiraling white blossoms of one of Florida’s most charming native orchids, the
spring ladies’-tresses.

A good place to look for this quaint little terrestrial orchid is along the road swales just as you
enter Everglades National Park’s main entrance west of Homestead and Florida City. You might
also see plants flowering in the marl prairies of Long Pine Key in Everglades National Park from
January into March. It is the earliest-flowering of the 16 white-flowered Spiranthes found in
Florida, and is truly a harbinger of spring here in South Florida.

Its global range extends from Massachusetts south to Florida and west to Texas and South Dakota,
plus through the West Indies, and from Mexico south into Central America.

So, treat yourself to springtime in January this year and go look for our spring ladies’-tresses. And
don’t forget your camera.

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and X.
Don’t forget to check out the DadeFNPS website and our Native Plant Online Store!

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS AND NON-PROFIT MEMBERS
and other businesses who support FNPS and DCFNPS at a higher level.

Their interest in native plants and extra financial support are much appreciated and helpful to the mission of FNPS and the chapter.
They also promote FNPS and may contribute in other ways through event participation, presentations, articles, field trips, donations and
more. Thank you from all of us!

Casaplanta Garden Center www.casaplantamiami.com/

Curtis & Rogers Design Studio, Inc. www.curtisrogers.com/

Everglades Nursery www.plantant.com/nursery-availability/1010497/everglades-nursery-brokers-inc

Green Explorers Academy greenexplorersacademy.com/

Institute for Regional Conservation www.regionalconservation.org/

Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Gardens www.keywest.garden/

LandscapeDE www.landscapede.com/

Leafwing (native container gardens) info@leafwing.com

NaMa Native Landscapes www.namaprojects.com/ and Flora of Miami Garden Center floraofmiami.com/

Native Tree Nursery www.nativetreenursery.com/

Santos Padron Group, Pond & Gardening pondandgardening.odoo.com/

Smarty Plants Nursery smartyplantsnursery.com/

Susan Casey (Casey’s Corner Nursery) www.plantrealflorida.org/professionals/detail/16

Taylor Schwartz Design tylerschwartzdesign.com/

Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society - For Miami-Dade and the Florida Keys
Chapter communication: DadeFNPS@gmail.com, www.DadeFNPS.org/
Mail: Dade Chapter FNPS, 6619 S. Dixie Hwy, #181, Miami FL 33143-7919

Board members and team members:
President: Steve Woodmansee Vice-President: Karina Gomez Secretary: Carmen Ferreiro  Treasurer: Susan Walcutt
At Large: Joey Basna, Riki Bonnema, Raul Moas, Charlie Reverte, Jeanne Rothchild Past President: Brian Diaz
FNPS Council of Chapters representative and volunteer hours reporting: Riki Bonnema

Newsletter editor: Patty Phares Mail Chimp and Social Media: Karina Gomez
Webmaster: Haniel Pulido Jr., dadefnpsweb@gmail.com

Tillandsia Newsletter
Please contact the editor if you might like to join the Tillandsia staff.
Articles, announcements and news items are invited for Tillandsia from Dade and Keys members. Advertising rates from $12 per month.

Florida Native Plant Society: FNPS communication: info@fnps.org, 321-271-6702, http://www.fnps.org
© 2025 Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.
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