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Newsletter of the Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society
For Miami-Dade County and the Florida Keys
Promoting the preservation, conservation, and restoration
of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida.
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NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2024

Chapter calendar:

See https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/ for Dade Chapter and Broward Chapter activities
Nov. 17: Field trip to Lucky Hammock

Nov. 21: Give Miami Day (with early giving Nov. 17-20)

Nov. 26: Chapter meeting, Pinecrest Gardens

Dec. 7: Workday at Everglades National Park

Dec. 14: Field trip to St. Thomas University pineland

Mar. 22, 2025: 27th Native Plant Day — Save the date!

Articles:  Plant of the Month from our online store: Wand goldenrod
* FNPS Landscape Awards recipients
* Native Plant Month in the Village of Pinecrest
* Online Plant Resources: Reporting Invasive Species
News from the Dade Chapter and FNPS
Other activities of interest: * Native Plant Workshops (Dade and Keys) ¢ EEL Program Volunteer event * Miami EcoAdventures

Online chapter plant store: https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/

No meeting or newsletter in December, but there are activities. Happy holidays!

DADE CHAPTER MONTHLY MEETING

Tuesday, November 26, 2024, 7:30 PM
Pinecrest Gardens, 11000 SW 57 Ave. (Red Road), Miami
Free - all are invited!
Come early or stay late to enjoy refreshments, socialize and browse the merchandise and raffle tables. The raffle follows the
program. The program is also live-streamed and recorded on YouTube.

"Exploring Factors in Native Plant Germination: Studies of
Caesalpinia bonduc and Tetrazygia bicolor at José Marti MAST 6-12 Academy"

AP Statistics classes at Jos¢ Marti Mast 6-12 Academy for the 2023-24 school year investigated the germination of two different
species: Tetrazygia bicolor and Caesalpinia bonduc [West Indian lilac and Gray nicker-bean]. For the Tetrazygia bicolor, we conducted
an experiment to test whether the age of these seeds would affect their germination. We compared the germination of one year old seeds
to that of freshly collected seeds. We tested for two things: the proportion of seeds from each group that germinated and the speed in
days of this germination. After analyzing both of these results, we concluded that there was not a statistically significant difference in
germination proportions or speed of germination between the two groups.
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The students investigating germination of Caesalpinia
bonduc compared seed scarification methods. One method of
scarification was using a belt sander while the other method
of scarification was cracking the seed coat with pliers. We
tested for two things: the proportion of seeds from each
group that germinated and the speed in days of this
germination. After analyzing both results, we concluded that
using a belt sander compared to pliers for scarification
¢ provided a statistically significant difference in the

. proportion of seeds that germinated but no difference in the
speed of germination.

Andrew Kearns (Teacher). Front: Victor Navarro. Back (L
to R): Nikolle Marin, Giovanni Antonini, Hector Alvarez,
Raziya Labady, Marcelo Puelles, Edsel Mena.
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Andrew Kearns is Mathematics Department Chair, Botany & Research Instructor, Green Club / Fairchild Challenge
Sponsor, Professional Development Liaison.

Giovanni Antonini, junior: Applied Mathematics and Quantitative Finance

Marcelo Puelles, senior: Computer Science and Mathematics at FIU, UCF, MIT, or CalTech

Raziya Labady, senior: Software Engineering at Boston University, Georgia Tech, or FSU

Edsel Mena, junior: Health Sciences and Medicine

Victor Navarro, junior: Engineering

Hector Alvarez, junior

Nikolle Marin, senior

* Refreshments: You are invited to bring light finger foods, and to help set up and clean up afterwards. Questions? Contact Karina,
305-490-1677 or kmgxoxo@me.com).

* Raffle contributions: Thank you for your native plants or plant-related items! PLEASE LABEL EACH PLANT with at least the
common name written on paper, tape or stake (more info is welcome).

* Online viewing: www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-OsAX2KsRYQ6XS5A. You will see only the computer-based portions of
the meeting. Chat will be enabled.

* Questions: DadeFNPS@gmail.com

* Past presentations: Use the YouTube link above or from DadeFNPS.org (at bottom of home page), Click Videos or Live for all
available recordings. We regret that the October presentation on the Underline is not available online or recorded due to lack of Wi-Fi.

FIELD TRIPS (November and December)

Registration is not required for these trips. Non-members are invited but we encourage joining to support FNPS and the Dade Chapter!

Dade Chapter’s iNaturalist project. Help us keep track of what our members find on field trips by adding your nature photos to
iNaturalist and including them in our project. This will help us showcase the amazing biodiversity we find! Upload your photos via the
iNaturalist website (www.inaturalist.org) or the iNaturalist app. Once you add the observation, you can add it to our project titled
"Florida Native Plant Society- Dade Chapter Field Trips." Here’s a pdf file showing how to do it.

TRIP #1: Lucky Hammock, Southern Glades Wildlife Environmental Area
Sunday, November 17, 2024

Time, address and directions are in the newsletter mailed to members. Please join to enjoy all the activities of the chapter.

Leader: Steve Woodmansee, Pro Native Consulting (PNC)

Join DCFNPS president Steve in recording the hammock plant species located at this hammock as the Dade Chapter is helping the
South Florida Water Management District with their project to enhance and restore Lucky Hammock. We will also look at wetland
plants along the way.

Most of our hiking will be along a dry dirt road, but we will venture some into the hammock, where it should be dry. It could be wet
outside the hammock, but we will avoid any areas that are deeper than ankle height. Getting wet is optional.

This is a famous birding site, and while birding is often best in the morning, this is such a good site that we might expect some birds to
be around. Bring binoculars if you're so inclined.

Difficulty: Moderate

Bring/wear: Sun protection, water, binoculars (optional). Wear sturdy shoes that can get wet (unless you decide to avoid wet places).
Notes: No restrooms. Please do not bring pets.

More info about Lucky Hammock and the area: https://www.sfwmd.gov/recreation-site/southern-glades-wildlife-and-
environmental-area-and-frog-pond-wildlife-management

Questions? Email DadeFNPS@gmail.com

TRIP #2: St. Thomas University
Saturday, December 14, 2024

Time, address and directions are in the newsletter mailed to members. Please join to enjoy all the activities of the chapter.

Leaders: Father Alfred Cioffi of STU and Raul Moas of DCFNPS

St. Thomas University has one of the few remaining sections of pine dominated mesic flatwoods in Miami-Dade County, with
approximately 15 acres of remnant pine forest. Over the last decade, gradual clearing of heavy invasive growth has occurred, but
spontaneous restoration of the original understory has been slow. In early 2022, the Institute for Regional Conservation introduced
almost 1000 understory plants from 66 species of wildflowers and grasses on .2 acres that was devoid of any native understory. This is a
“work in progress”, with ongoing plantings and maintenance of the site aided by a Conservation Grant from FNPS this summer.

The forest has patches of more-or-less intact understory and trails, and contains some very large Dade County Slash Pines (Pinus
elliottii var. densa). It should be a great visit to a site not normally open to the public.

Bring/wear: Sun protection, water, closed shoes
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Difficulty: Easy, walking on fairly smooth ground.
Notes: Restrooms will be available. Please do not bring pets.

Questions? Email DadeFNPS@gmail.com

GIVE GIVE MIAMI DAY: Thursday November 21 — Early Giving on November 17-20
MIAMI This online giving event, sponsored by the Miami Foundation, is a terrific opportunity for you to support a
DAY=== variety of local causes. The Dade Chapter of FNPS participates each year and would appreciate your

: support for our programs, including:

1. Conservation. Annual donations to FNPS, in honor of Joyce and Don Gann, of at least $1500 to be used for FNPS Conservation
grants. Joyce and Don were founders of both FNPS and DCFNPS and mentors to many in the Florida native plant world.

2. Public outreach and education concerning Florida native plants, including our monthly meetings, newsletters, field trips, and
especially our annual Native Plant Day (next on March 22, 2025 at Castellow Hammock).

The best part is that your donations are partially matched by the Miami Foundation. The minimum donation is $25. See our page
at https://www.givemiamiday.org/organization/DCFNPS or search from the event home page. You can do even more by setting up a
Fundraising page to encourage your family and friends to donate. To learn how, go to www.givemiamiday.org, select “for donors”, then
“Donor FAQ” and “Check out this guide” for a PDF guide to setting up your page. Thank you for your support!

DADE CHAPTER and FNPS NEWS

Chapter Workday at Everglades National Park. Saturday, Dec, 7, 9 a.m. — noon (and more-less every other month)

Help with our native landscape maintenance at the Ernest F. Coe Visitor Center, the first habitat many visitors encounter up close in the
park. Non-members and students can help, too. We weed, prune, clean up, and answer questions from visitors. The work is not
difficult but is greatly appreciated by ENP. We provide hand tools and gloves, but bring your own if you prefer. Wear sun protection,
hat, long pants and sleeves, closed shoes, bring a water bottle. You can enter the park free (with everyone in your car) afterwards. New
volunteers: Please contact Patty (pharespl@gmail.com) for details and questions.

Welcome new Dade Chapter members! In Miami-Dade: Angela Ramey, Pat Patterson, Leafwing (Vanesa Meyer), Vilma Valdes,
Maria A Lombo (full time student), Natalie Salman, Nelsy Casanova, Michael Fitts. In the Keys: Maggie Mistal, Karin Wolfe, Tom
and Mary Riggs

Special thanks to Leafwing (Vanesa Meyer) in Pinecrest for joining at the Business/NonProfit level. Their added support is greatly
appreciated. Learn what they are about under “Thank You to Our Business and Non-Profit Members” at the end of this newsletter.
Thank you to all who renewed recently for your ongoing support, interest and participation!

Dade Chapter’s Online Plant Store (https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/) is constantly expanding. Check the site often for new and
replenished species from more habitats. See the “Plant of the Month” article below.

If you’re going past the Ernest F. Coe Visitor Center on your way to the Everglades,
stop by to see “our” wayside sign in the median of the parking area!

Evergates sl P

Landscaping  Jardines de
with Natives plantas nativas

The sign documents the small restorations of native habitats by DCFNPS around the visitor center and promotes native landscaping. The
sign also commemorates the years of volunteering (about 140 workdays so far!) since our first workday in January of 2001, after the
visitor center and most vegetation were destroyed by Hurricane Andrew in 1992. In the photo on the sign, taken in 2012, most of those
pictured were present from the early years, and seven are current or recent workday volunteers. The group gathered around the sign on
October 19, 2024, includes six longtime and three new volunteers. Please come join us at our bimonthly workdays!
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OTHER NEWS and ACTIVITIES

Dade Native Plant Workshop. See https://nativeplantworkshop.ning.com/. Held at 5 p.m. at Miami Dade College Kendall Campus.
Old hands and new learners are encouraged to come! Nov. 19 topic: Squash family, Cucurbitaceae. Dec. 17 workshop is tentative
because the college is on break, but this is normally the month for holiday refreshments and a seasonal theme for the topic. Please
check the workshop website for updates.

Keys Native Plant Workshop, Nov. 19, 5:30 PM, by Zoom. The usual focus is on plants that can be difficult to distinguish.
Presenters are needed to continue these monthly learning opportunities. For more information or to be added to the email list, or if you
would like to lead a workshop, please contact Jim at park bio@yahoo.com or 305-304-4445. Presenting is a great way to learn!

Environmentally Endangered Lands Program Volunteer days. 9 a.m.-noon. https://mdc-eel-program-mdc.hub.arcgis.com/
Questions: 305-372-6687, eel@miamidade.gov. Nov. 20: Navy Wells - Habitat Restoration; Dec 4: Crandon Preserve - Coastal Strand
and Dune Restoration.

Miami EcoAdventures. Check out a host of nature-focused activities by Miami-Dade County Parks throughout the county. Go to
https://www.miamidadeparks.com/FL/miami-dade-county-parks-recreation/catalog. Select EcoAdventures at the top.

DCFNPS Native Plant Store “Plant of the Month”:
Wand Goldenrod, Solidago stricta

Wand Goldenrod, Solidago stricta, is a frequent component of open habitats in our area. Like most
Solidago species, it blooms most heavily in autumn, with erect flower spikes 2—4 feet tall, the upper
third of which are covered with small bright yellow ray flowers that attract most butterflies and
numerous other pollinators. Concentric growth from short rhizomes results in tightly clustered clumps
of basal leaves, each of which will send up a flower spike.

It has low nutritional requirements and will do well in a wide range of substrates, but prefers moist
soil. It will tolerate some drought, though it may die back if subjected to prolonged dry spells. Found
naturally in open habitats except standing water and seashore, it grows and flowers best in full sun.

It (along with other goldenrods and asters in general) is considered by some to be a keystone species
due to its ability to support a variety of insect and other wildlife. It makes an excellent addition to any
wildflower/pollinator garden or restoration.

Initial care should include daily watering for at least 2 weeks, and application of slow release
fertilizer around the plant, after which no maintenance is generally needed, except trimming back the
dry flower spikes if desired. In open ground, it will re-seed, though not aggressively.

FNPS LANDSCAPE AWARDS: 2024 Recipients in Miami-Dade

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE, Residential Landscaping Category:

Coconut Grove Historic Homestead. This awardee transformed the landscape
surrounding a neglected, 1914 cottage into a native tropical hardwood hammock,
restoring the natural environment of the Miami Rock Ridge. Transforming the
overgrown property into a native tropical hardwood hammock not only preserves the
native habitat but also honors the historic character of the home, reflecting the natural
environment of the Miami Rock Ridge. The designer's work ensures that both the
landscape and the history of the site will be cherished for years to come. (The awardee
asked to remain anonymous.)

AWARD OF HONOR, Habitat Restoration and Conservation Category: L ;

Camp Mahachee Hammock Restoration — by the Girl Scouts of Tropical Florida. [ &= ;
The dedication of this group to restoring this 11.5-acre tropical rockland hardwood
hammock, a treasured property of the Girl Scouts of Tropical Florida for over 76
years, is truly commendable. The history of this land, purchased with funds from
cookie sales, and its proximity to the Miami-Dade County’s Environmentally
Endangered Lands Matheson West Hammock preserve, adds a rich layer of
significance to their efforts.
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AWARD OF HONOR, Commercial and Institutional Landscaping Category:

Upper Garden at Pinecrest Gardens — by LandscapeDE, LLC and Pinecrest Gardens.
The transformation of this historic site, once home to the beloved Parrot Jungle, into a
vibrant and inclusive children's garden is truly remarkable. The Landscape DE team's
commitment to enriching children's programming, with a particular focus on inclusivity for
children on the autism spectrum, is deeply commendable. The ecologically focused design,
which prioritizes native South Florida plants, has not only enhanced the natural beauty of
the space but also created a vital connection between children, their families, and nature.

See more at https://www.fnps.org/what-we-do/landscaping/landscape-awards-information

e am

Natalia Manrique (Dade Chapter member) is an FNPS board member and the landscape awards committee chair. She is thrilled at
having more submissions from South Florida this year, a wonderful sign of the growing interest in sustainable gardens.

Several other local volunteers were on the 2024 landscape awards committee. Stephanie Dunn (Broward Chapter) and Ivy
Hernandez (Dade Chapter) were among the five jurors, and Charles La Greca (Broward Chapter) was secretary. Read about the
jurors at https://fnpsblog.blogspot.com/2024/07/jurors-for-2024-florida-native-plant.html.

You, too, can consider becoming involved in state-wide FNPS activities!

NATIVE PLANT MONTH in the VILLAGE OF PINECREST

The Village proclaimed October 2024 as Florida Native Plant Month on the occasion of the FNPS celebration. Vice Mayor Shannon
Del Prado presented the proclamation to the Dade Chapter FNPS at our October 22 meeting.

The proposition was proposed by Councilmember Ken Fairman, who is also a member of DCFNPS. Thank you to the council for
recognizing the importance of native plants in Pinecrest and to Ken for his activism!

Photo: Board members Brian Diaz, Charlie Reverte, Steve Woodmansee, Raul Moas and Karina Gomez, with Ken Fairman (left of
President Steve) and Vice Mayor Del Prado (r). Excerpt of the proclamation:

Meerevsi, the preservation of Florida's native plants and wild areas provides our children

places to explore and experience nature, and is an essential prerequisite to the conservation of our

native wildlife for generations to conse: and

Wherewsi, the Villa ge of Pinecrest has taken legislative actions to preserve and promete our

native plant communities;
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ONLINE PLANT RESOURCES: Reporting Invasive Species

Karina Gomez, VP of the Dade Chapter, is starting a series of articles featuring an app or online resource that members might find
interesting. Here’s the first!

Reporting Invasive Species with IveGotl / EDDMapS

IveGotl is more than just an iPhone app, it is an integrated invasive species reporting and outreach campaign for Florida that includes
the app, a website with direct access to invasive species reporting, and a hotline 1-888-IVEGOT]1 for instant reports of live invasive
animals and plants!

* Download the (IVEGot1) app from the App Store or Google Play Store

* Go to the EDDMapS website (http://www.eddmaps.org)

IveGotl and EDDMapS are valuable tools for tracking and managing invasive species and native plants throughout Florida.

Download App: IveGotl
* Purpose: A mobile app designed for the public to report sightings of invasive species and other plants.
* Functionality: Users can submit photos and location data, helping researchers and conservationists monitor species distribution.
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» Community Engagement: Encourages citizen science by allowing individuals to contribute to conservation efforts.

Online: EDDMapS (Early Detection & Distribution Mapping System)

* Purpose: A comprehensive online platform for tracking invasive species across North America.

* Functionality: Offers a database of species distribution and allows users to report new sightings. It also provides mapping tools and
educational resources.

* Research Support: Utilized by researchers, land managers, and policymakers for data analysis and management strategies.

Together, these tools promote awareness and action towards managing native plants and invasive species effectively.
Here is a step-by-step guide to reporting invasive plant species: https://www.eddmaps.org/about/step_by_step.html

If you have any questions regarding this article, please feel free to contact Karina Gomez (dadefnps@gmail.com).

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and X.
Don’t forget to check out the DadeFNPS website and our Native Plant Online Store!

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS AND NON-PROFIT MEMBERS
and other businesses who support FNPS and DCFNPS at a higher level.

Their interest in native plants and extra financial support are much appreciated and helpful to the mission of FNPS and the chapter.
They also promote FNPS and may contribute in other ways through event participation, presentations, articles, field trips, donations and
more. Thank you from all of us!

Casaplanta Garden Center https://www.casaplantamiami.com/

Curtis & Rogers Design Studio, Inc. www.curtisrogers.com/

Everglades Nursery www.plantant.com/nursery-availability/1010497/everglades-nursery-brokers-inc

Green Explorers Academy greenexplorersacademy.com/

Institute for Regional Conservation www.regionalconservation.org/

Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Gardens www.keywest.garden/

LandscapeDE www.landscapede.com/

NaMa Native Landscapes www.namaprojects.com/

Native Tree Nursery www.nativetreenursery.com/

Santos Padron Group, Pond & Gardening pondandgardening.odoo.com/

Smarty Plants Nursery smartyplantsnursery.com/

Susan Casey (Casey’s Corner Nursery) www.plantrealflorida.org/professionals/detail/16

Taylor Schwartz Design tylerschwartzdesign.com/

And new member Leafwing:

“We are Leafwing, a venture dedicated to creating beautiful container gardens that support life. Our mission is to help
busy individuals and novice gardeners bring nature into their spaces—whether it’s a balcony, patio, or front door. By
featuring only native plants, our container gardens empower everyone to play a role in restoring biodiversity. Write to us

at info@leafwing.com”

Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society - For Miami-Dade and the Florida Keys
Chapter communication: DadeFNPS@gmail.com, www.DadeFNPS.org/
Mail: Dade Chapter FNPS, 6619 S. Dixie Hwy, #181, Miami FL 33143-7919

Board members and team members:
President: Steve Woodmansee Vice-President: Karina Gomez Secretary: Vacant  Treasurer: Susan Walcutt
At Large: Joey Basna, Riki Bonnema, Raul Moas, Charlie Reverte, Jeanne Rothchild Past President: Brian Diaz
FNPS Council of Chapters representative and volunteer hours reporting: Riki Bonnema

Newsletter editor: Patty Phares Mail Chimp communications: Lydia Cuni Social Media: Karina Gomez
Webmaster: Haniel Pulido Jr., dadefnpsweb@gmail.com

Tillandsia Newsletter
Please contact the editor if you might like to join the Tillandsia staff.
Articles, announcements and news items are invited for Tillandsia from Dade and Keys members. Advertising rates from $12 per month.

Florida Native Plant Society: FNPS communication: info@fnps.org, 321-271-6702, http://www.fnps.org
© 2024 Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society, Inc.
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