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OCTOBER 2024 
 

Chapter calendar: 
See https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/ for Dade Chapter and Broward Chapter activities 
Oct 19: Workday at Everglades National Park 
Oct. 22: Chapter meeting, Pinecrest Gardens 
Oct. 27: Field trip to Key Largo 
 

Articles:  • “Plant of the Month: Crenulate leadplant” from our online store 
   • “Jack-in-the-Bush, Chromolaena odorata” - by Roger Hammer 
News from the Dade Chapter and FNPS 
Other activities of interest:  • Native Plant Workshops (Dade and Keys)  • EEL Program Volunteer event  • Pine Rockland Working 
Group Conference  • IRC 40th Anniversary celebration  • Miami EcoAdventures 
 

Online chapter plant store: https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/ 
 

DADE CHAPTER MONTHLY MEETING 
Tuesday, October 22, 2024, 7:30 PM 

Pinecrest Gardens, 11000 SW 57 Ave. (Red Road), Miami 
Free - All are invited! 

 

“The Underline's Green Corridor − Connecting Humans, Habitat and Wildlife” 
 - Asha Bertsch, Horticulturist at The Underline 

 

From the Miami River to Dadeland South, The Underline is becoming South Florida's first linear park featuring a ten-mile continuous 
trail through fourteen Miami municipalities.  What's more, the entire 120 acres will be planted 
with South Florida native plants, creating a small-scale ecological corridor for native and 
migratory birds, butterflies and other insects to find safe passage and food sources as they move 
across our city. With nearly 200 native plant species, rain gardens, bioswales, pollinator gardens, 
and micro-forests, The Underline is working to create a public space for Miami residents to 
witness holistic landscaping on a large scale in action, learn replicable examples they can use in 
their home gardens, and enjoy the subtle beauty of our South Florida plants and the creatures 
they support. 
 

Asha Bertsch is a Miami native whose plant curiosity was cultivated and nurtured by the native 
lawn weeds in her own childhood backyard and the tiny moths that fluttered among them. She 
holds a botany degree from the University of Florida and a masters in forestry from Yale but still 
considers the wild outdoors to be her greatest mentor and teacher. She spent years working as a 
field botanist before turning to focus on her passion for gardening.  Asha has cultivated gardens 
in Gainesville and Miami, Florida; New Haven, Connecticut; and internationally in Haiti and Sri 
Lanka.  For the past three years she has worked freelance creating pollinator gardens for 
residents of South Florida and now serves as The Underline’s horticulturist, working to create 
awareness and enthusiasm for the unique aesthetic and ecology of our native plants.  

 

• Come early or stay late to enjoy refreshments, socialize and browse the merchandise and raffle. The raffle follows the program. 
Refreshments: You are invited to bring light finger foods, and to help set up and clean up afterwards.  Questions? Contact Karina, 305-
490-1677 or kmgxoxo@me.com). 
• Raffle contributions: Thank you for your native plants, plant-related books, etc.!  PLEASE LABEL EACH PLANT with at least the 
common name written on paper, tape or stake (more info is welcome).  
• Online viewing: Live-streamed and recorded on YouTube. www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-OsAX2KsRYQ6X5A. You 
will see only the computer-based portions of the meeting.  Chat will be enabled. 
• Questions:  DadeFNPS@gmail.com 
• Past presentations: Use the YouTube link above or from DadeFNPS.org (at bottom of home page), Click Videos or Live for all 
available recordings including September’s: “Will rising temperatures make Miami’s street life even more exotic?” by Dr. Kenneth J. 
Feeley – Univ. of Miami 
• Nov. 26 program: "Exploring Factors in Native Plant Germination: Studies of Caesalpinia bonduc and Tetrazygia bicolor at Jose 

https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/
https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/
mailto:kmgxoxo@me.com
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-OsAX2KsRYQ6X5A
https://dade.fnpschapters.org/


Marti MAST 6-12 Academy"
 

 
FIELD TRIP 

Florida Keys Wildlife and Environmental Area Key Largo sites - Off the beaten path 
Sunday, October 27, 2024 

 
Time, address and directions are in the newsletter mailed to members. Please join to enjoy all the activities of the chapter. 

 
Leader: Ryan Hess, Biological Scientist, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC).  Ryan helps manage all of the 
FWC properties from Key Largo to Big Coppitt Key, collectively known as the Florida Keys Wildlife and Environmental Area.  He is 
also a new member of FNPS. 

 
Difficulty: Moderate.  Mostly easy walking along hammock edges on grass, venturing off-trail through level but uneven terrain. At all 
sites, you may encounter sun, rain, poisonwood foliage, thorns, ants, spider webs, and mosquitoes (all addressed by covering up 
properly and being observant). 
Notes: No restrooms (bushes available or stop on the way – allow extra time if needed).  Please do not bring pets.  Collecting is not 
allowed.  Field trips are for the study and enjoyment of nature.  
Bring/wear:  Plenty of water, snacks, binoculars (optional).  Wear a broad-brimmed hat, sunscreen, long pants and sleeves, solid shoes. 
Leader’s cell phone (day of the trip):  305-873-4069 
 

Upload your own DCFNPS field trip nature photos to the Dade Chapter’s iNaturalist project. 
Have you photographed any plants, critters or fungi on a Dade Chapter field trip?  Planning on doing so in the future?  You can help us 
keep track of what our members find by adding these photos to iNaturalist and including them in our project.  This will help us 
showcase the amazing biodiversity we come across on our field trips!  Whether you snap the photos with your phone or on a dedicated 
camera, you can upload them via the iNaturalist website (www.inaturalist.org) or the iNaturalist app.  Once you add the observation, 
you can add it to our project titled "Florida Native Plant Society- Dade Chapter Field Trips."  

 
 

DADE CHAPTER and FNPS NEWS 
 

Chapter Workday at Everglades National Park.  Saturday, October 19, 9 a.m. – noon (and more-less every other month) 
Help with our native landscape maintenance at the Ernest F. Coe Visitor Center, the first habitat many visitors encounter up close in the 
park.  Non-members and students can help, too.  We weed, prune, clean up, and answer questions from visitors.  The work is not 
difficult but is greatly appreciated by ENP!  We provide hand tools and gloves, but bring your own if you prefer.  Wear sun protection, 
hat, long pants and sleeves, closed shoes, bring a water bottle.  Bring your favorite bug spray just in case.  You can enter the park free 
(with everyone in your car) afterwards.  New volunteers: Please contact Patty (pharespl@gmail.com) for details and questions.  
 

Welcome new Dade Chapter members!  Beatrice Cassidy, Carmen Vieitez, Elijah Toulouse*, Andre Bustos, Samantha Carr, Carly 
Costello* (* full time students).  
Thank you to all who renewed recently. Your ongoing support and interest are greatly appreciated. 
 

Dade Chapter’s Online Plant Store (https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/) is constantly expanding.  Check the site often for new and 
replenished species from more habitats!  See the “Plant of the Month” article below. 
 

27th Native Plant Day 2025.  Reminder: it’s rescheduled to March 22 at Castellow Hammock Preserve and Nature Center in South 
Miami-Dade.  If you’re new to FNPS …“NPDay” is our annual free event with a full day of programs, nature walks (including an early 
birding walk), educational tables by organizations and agencies, plant sales by the chapter and nurseries, merchandise sales, raffles, 
activities for all ages, and plenty of networking, socializing, and enjoying nature in the park.  We look forward to returning to Castellow 
after many years. 
 

Speaking of volunteering … let’s get credit for yours!  FNPS collects volunteer hours from chapters, but the Dade Chapter has not 
previously reported them.  Board member Riki Bonnema is now responsible for this.  Many of our members may help out in their 
communities on behalf of the Dade Chapter of the FNPS. By reporting your time, our total hours can signify efforts members 
spend supporting FNPS and its mission and can be helpful to FNPS when applying for grants. Volunteer hours may include 
communications, conservation and research, education, restoration, land management reviews, native landscaping, outreach events, and 
operations and management that you participated in as a representative of FNPS. These activities are volunteer time and any activities 
that are paid will not count towards chapter volunteer time. If you would like to learn more about this and/or have your individual 
volunteering hours recorded for the chapter, please reach out to Riki Bonnema, rikibonnema@gmail.com.  Note that group 
activities with a leader (e.g., ENP workdays, field trips) will be reported by the leader. 
 

FNPS.org 
   • Alerts. [You can also sign up to receive these well-researched EcoAction Alerts by email.] FNPS opposes the Right to Fish and 
Hunt Amendment (Amendment 2 on the 2024 ballot), and urges our members to vote against it.  ‘… the public’s right to fish and hunt 
is already protected in statute, and Amendment 2 could increase the disproportionate access to public conservation land already 

http://www.inaturalist.org/
mailto:pharespl@gmail.com
https://store.dade.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.miamidade.gov/parks/castello-hammock.asp
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https://www.fnps.org/
https://www.fnps.org/news/alerts


afforded to hunters during hunting season.  Enshrining fishing and hunting as the “preferred means” of managing wildlife ignores 
widely recognized and more fundamentally important habitat management methodologies like the use of prescribed fire, control of 
nonnative species and hydrologic restoration. ...’  [Read the complete article online.] 
 

   • News. Lunch and Learn: 10/25/24 - Laurel Wilt in Florida Update - Dr. Romina Gazis-Seregina. This disease is of great concern 
for five native trees in the Laurel Family in south Florida as well as avocados (non-native).

 
Message from Steve Woodmansee, DCFNPS President 

 

October is FNPS’s “Native Plant Month.”  I am not usually the type to buy into these types of things, as I think native plants should 
be promoted year ‘round.  However, having a ritual time of year when we can encourage others to consider using native plants in their 
landscape has its advantages.  I like to use the soft touch, and I avoid lecturing folks who are new, or have never considered using 
natives.  So, have you ever considered inviting a neighbor over for coffee or tea?  Breaking bread with people is a long tradition which 
improves relationships.  Early evenings are more tolerable in October, and sitting outside, pointing to the butterflies, the migratory birds 
in your trees or at your feeders, and listening to the hum of insects in your yard may impart upon them a positive relaxed experience.  
Mention to them how when you first moved in, none of these creatures were there, but now thanks to the rewarding work of introducing 
native plants, they share my home. You can follow up this shared experience by gifting them your favorite native plant. 
 

For those of us without yards, consider inviting a neighbor or friend to join you in a picnic or coffee at a local park with native plants. 
Again, remark with them how nice it is to be amongst nature, and how lucky we are to have this park. They may decline, but if they 
accept, it should heighten their sense of awareness, and further their appreciation for our wild areas and green spaces. 

 
 

OTHER NEWS and ACTIVITIES 
 

Dade Native Plant Workshop, Oct. 15, 5 p.m.  See https://nativeplantworkshop.ning.com/.  At Miami Dade College Kendall Campus.  
Topic: Native parasitic plants (chosen for Halloween, of course).  Old hands and new learners are encouraged to come! 
 
Keys Native Plant Workshop, Oct 15, 5:30 PM, by Zoom.  The usual focus is on plants that can be difficult to distinguish. Presenters 
are needed to continue these monthly learning opportunities. For more information or to be added to the email list, or if you would like 
to lead a workshop, please contact Jim at park_bio@yahoo.com or 305-304-4445. Presenting is a great way to learn! 
 
 

Environmentally Endangered Lands Program Volunteer days. 9 a.m.-noon.  https://mdc-eel-program-mdc.hub.arcgis.com/  
Questions: 305-372-6687, eel@miamidade.gov 
Oct. 24: International Day of Climate Action, Navy Wells Pineland Preserve, Homestead (BioBlitz) 
  
 

Pine Rockland Working Group, October 28-30, 2024.  See https://www.pinerocklandworkinggroup.org/home. Registration is open 
and free!  Learn about the latest research and conservation efforts. Network with fellow biologists, activists, educators, and concerned 
citizens (like you).  Participate in engaging discussions about the future of pine rocklands.  The event includes virtual and in-person 
presentations, field trips and an evening social/poster session. 
 
The Institute for Regional Conservation’s 40th year celebration – You are invited! 
   Sunday, November 10, 2024, noon-3:00 p.m. 
Celebrate four decades of IRC’s efforts on behalf of biodiversity and prevention of local 
extinctions, with the vision to unite people and nature to restore our world. 
Join IRC at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden to meet staff, associates and board members for a 
review of the past and where we’re going; enjoy food and drink, music, exhibits, conversation, 
and some fun activities; take a stroll in the garden.   
Entrance to FTBG and the event are free – you are urged to support IRC with a donation.  
More details and RSVP: bit.ly/IRC40YEARS.   

The Dade Chapter has a long association with IRC, a Not-for-profit member of DCFNPS.  The 
chapter and many members support and heavily use IRC’s online resources, Natives for Your 
Neighborhood and the Floristic Inventory of South Florida, or are involved in IRC’s work.  
RSVP now to come meet the people behind it all!  (And sign up for IRC’s monthly newsletter here.) 
 
Miami EcoAdventures. Check out these activities by Miami-Dade County Parks based at the Nature Centers at Arch Creek, 
Crandon, AD Barnes, Bill Sadowski, and Castellow Hammock Parks, and including adventures to other county natural areas. 
Go to https://www.miamidadeparks.com/FL/miami-dade-county-parks-recreation/catalog.  Select EcoAdventures at the top, select all 
the locations of interest, scroll down to see activities offered, and then look for dates.  It may take some time to research everything 
especially if you aren’t familiar with all the sites and locations, but it’s worth the effort.  For instance, you’ll find a “Pine rockland 
kayak tour” at Zoo Miami (yes, it’s really in a pine rockland) listed under Bill Sadowski activities.  
For Castellow Hammock based activities, request a monthly email with their EcoAdventures schedule and other park happenings 
(e.g., alerts about important bird and butterfly sightings) from Eric King, Interpretive Programs Supervisor, at 
Eric.King@miamidade.gov.  Experience bats, hummingbirds, owls, birding, solution holes, activities for tots, walks at nearby preserves, 
special events.  (And our Native Plant Day on March 22.) 
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DCFNPS Native Plant Store “Plant of the Month”: 
Crenulate leadplant (Amorpha herbacea var. crenulata) 

 

Endemic to the rock pinelands and marl prairies of Miami-Dade County, crenulate leadplant is a long-
lived shrub with relatively open habit, growing to over 3 feet.  It blooms mainly in spring, but also at other 
times, especially if subjected to fire, or being cut back to ground level.  It has spikes of attractive white and 
purple flowers that attract small- and medium-size insect pollinators.  Due to habitat loss, it’s listed as 
Federally and State endangered, with only a few small natural populations remaining in a handful of county 
parks. The Institute for Regional Conservation ranks it as critically imperiled. 
 

Like most pine rockland species, it grows and flowers best in full sunlight. It will often naturally die back to 
ground level and then resprout from the crown of a deep taproot.  It is drought-tolerant, requiring little care 
after establishment. It easily grows from seed and will seed sparingly if the surrounding soil is free of duff, but 
it is not aggressive.  
 

Crenulate leadplant makes a great addition to a sunny native garden or restoration.  For more information and 
photos, see the IRC’s Floristic Inventory of South Florida and the Atlas of Florida Plants. 

 Photo copyright: Roger Hammer 
 

Gardeners Beware!   
(This is as close to a scary story as we could find for Halloween.) 

JACK-IN-THE-BUSH, Chromolaena odorata 
By Roger L. Hammer 

 

The Florida native Chromolaena odorata ranges from Citrus, Orange, and Brevard Counties southward through the coastal counties into 
the Florida Keys, and also occurs naturally from Texas south through Mexico and the West Indies 
where it can be found along forest margins as well as canopy gaps, thickets, and disturbed sites. It 
is a member of the well-known Aster Family (Asteraceae) and is best described as a multi-
branched, woody shrub to about 8’ tall with alternate, narrowly-lanceolate to broadly ovate-
lanceolate leaves with toothed margins. The leaves are very fragrant when crushed, hence the 
species name, odorata. The small flower heads are typically pale blue to nearly white and appear 
in terminal clusters. Seeds are wind dispersed. 
 

The common name, Jack-in-the-bush, is a corruption of its Jamaican name, Jackney bush, but 
with unknown origin. In a book I wrote titled Attracting Hummingbirds and Butterflies in 
Tropical Florida (University Press of Florida, 2015) I bragged about what a wonderful plant it 
was for attracting butterflies, and it is definitely a butterfly magnet when in flower. But all of my 
personal observations were made in the field, especially at Castellow Hammock Nature Center 
where I worked. It grew along the edge of the hammock and showed no weedy tendencies 
whatsoever.  
 

But, a few years ago I planted it on our 1.2-acre property in Homestead and have cursed that day 
ever since! First of all, I have since learned that Chromolaena odorata is listed in the Global 
Compendium of Weeds and is regarded as one of the top 100 worst weeds in many parts of the 
world outside of its native range—most notably Asia, Africa, and Australia. To attest to its 

weediness, I have hauled many huge truckloads of it to the dump in a futile effort to keep it under some semblance of control, and 
although I have won a few battles, I am still nowhere close to winning the war. If you allow it to set seed your garden you will quickly 
be overwhelmed with seedlings sprouting everywhere, and if you ignore them through a single growing season your problem rapidly 
multiplies out of control. It is clearly not a plant that behaves itself in garden settings and other countries have even given it the name 
“garden thug” and “Siam weed.” 
      

For those diehard butterfly gardeners and native-plant aficionados who want to plant it for its beauty and butterfly-attracting attributes, 
once it has finished blooming, take your garden shears out and cut the tips off of every branch that flowered in order to keep it from 
producing seeds. Otherwise, don’t say you weren’t warned!  

 
 

The Dade Chapter - Out and About in September 
 

PARK(ing) Day 2024, September 20 in North Miami 
At this annual event (now a global movement), parking spaces are transformed into temporary “parklets” for a few hours. This year 
native plants was the theme for parklets by the Association of Landscape Architects (ASLA), with participants educating the public 
about the benefits of local native plants. The Miami Chair of ASLA Florida and City of North Miami invited DCFNPS to collaborate in 
their project. 

https://www.regionalconservation.org/ircs/database/plants/PlantPage.asp?TXCODE=Amorherbcren
https://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/plant.aspx?ID=1105
https://www.asla.org/parkingday2024.aspx


Two DCFNPS members ably assisted.  Natalia Manrique, chair of the FNPS Landscape Awards Committee and Business member of 
FNPS (NaMa Native Landscapes), contributed information about native plants and FNPS.  Raul Moas, board member and avid home 
grower (especially for our chapter’s online plant store) donated trees.   
The Miami ASLA chair says, “The event was a huge success and having educational material for the community was key.”  The 
donated trees went to the City of North Miami to use in public spaces, with QR codes on every pot for information.  
The FNPS logo was featured in several ways, including on the event’s shirts (see photo).  
FNPS coloring book pages were a hit! 

                                                                             
                
  

Doral Pollinator Market, September 21 
 
The chapter information tent and plant sale were buzzing as visitors stopped by to learn and take home plants for the local butterflies, 
bees, hummingbirds, and wildlife!   
 
Thanks to Joey Basna, Giselle Jordan, and Dania Otero-Perez who volunteered at the display and sold plants from our chapter store; 
Raul Moas and Steve Woodmansee who donated plants for the display; Chapter VP Karina Gomez who led the whole effort with Sergio 
Gomez; and the City of Doral for inviting the Dade Chapter.   
 
Our September “Plant of the Month”, balloonvine, was a hit in 
the sale because of its interesting appearance and use by certain 
hairstreak butterflies as a larval host. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and X. 

Don’t forget to check out the DadeFNPS website and our Native 
Plant Online Store! 

 
 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS AND NON-
PROFIT MEMBERS  

and other businesses who support FNPS and DCFNPS at a 
higher level. 

 
Their interest in native plants and extra financial support are much appreciated and helpful to the mission of FNPS and the chapter.  
They also promote FNPS and may contribute in other ways through event participation, presentations, articles, field trips, donations and 
more.  Thank you from all of us!  

Casaplanta Garden Center  https://www.casaplantamiami.com/ 
Curtis & Rogers Design Studio, Inc. www.curtisrogers.com/ 
Everglades Nursery www.plantant.com/nursery-availability/1010497/everglades-nursery-brokers-inc 
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https://www.instagram.com/dadefnps/
https://www.youtube.com/@dadefnps
https://x.com/DadeFNPS
https://dade.fnpschapters.org/
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https://www.casaplantamiami.com/
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Green Explorers Academy greenexplorersacademy.com/ 
Institute for Regional Conservation www.regionalconservation.org/ 
Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Gardens www.keywest.garden/ 
LandscapeDE www.landscapede.com/ 
NaMa Native Landscapes www.namaprojects.com/ 
Native Tree Nursery www.nativetreenursery.com/ 
Santos Padron Group, Pond & Gardening pondandgardening.odoo.com/ 
Smarty Plants Nursery smartyplantsnursery.com/ 
Susan Casey (Casey’s Corner Nursery) www.plantrealflorida.org/professionals/detail/16 
Taylor Schwartz Design  tylerschwartzdesign.com/   
 

 

 

Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society - For Miami-Dade and the Florida Keys 
Chapter communication:   DadeFNPS@gmail.com, www.DadeFNPS.org/ 

Mail: Dade Chapter FNPS, 6619 S. Dixie Hwy, #181, Miami FL 33143-7919 
 

Board members and team members: 
President: Steve Woodmansee        Vice-President: Karina Gomez       Secretary:  Lydia Cuni      Treasurer: Susan Walcutt 

   At Large: Joey Basna, Riki Bonnema, Raul Moas, Charlie Reverte, Jeanne Rothchild    Past President: Brian Diaz 
FNPS Council of Chapters representative: Riki Bonnema 

 

Newsletter editor: Patty Phares     Mail Chimp communications: Lydia Cuni    Social Media: Karina Gomez  
  Webmaster: Haniel Pulido Jr., dadefnpsweb@gmail.com 

 

Tillandsia Newsletter 
Please contact the editor if you might like to join the Tillandsia staff. 

Articles, announcements and news items are invited for Tillandsia from Dade and Keys members.  Advertising rates from $12 per month. 
 

Florida Native Plant Society: FNPS communication:   info@fnps.org, 321-271-6702, http://www.fnps.org 
© 2024 Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society, Inc. 
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