
 

 
 

 JULY − AUGUST 2022
ANNUAL EVENING YARD VISIT AND SOCIAL 

Saturday, July 23, 2022,   5:00 – 7:30 PM 
 
In July we always gather at a home or garden to enjoy native plant 
landscaping and the company of our fellow members instead of 
having a program meeting.  We will also have a plant raffle and 
refreshments (not dinner this year). 
 

• Rain or shine!  (There is shelter from sun, rain and bugs inside 
the large screened pool enclosure where we will gather.) 
• FNPS members and their guests are invited. 
• Please leave Fido at home!!   Enjoy the nice resident dog. 
• Bring (all optional):  Lawn chair if you’d like to be sure of 
having one available, refreshments, raffle plants. 
 
 

• Time: 
5:00 – 7:30 p.m.  Enjoy the garden and refreshments 
5:30 p.m.  Informal tour with Mary (maybe she will do more?) 
7:00 p.m.  Plant raffle 

 

• Location: Home of member 
 Their home is on top of Cutler Ridge where Mary has been 
collecting native plants since just after Hurricane Andrew in 1992. 
The front yard is mostly oak hammock and a small patch of lawn 
weeds.  The back has an area of mixed hardwoods, an area of 
original cabbage palms and saw palmettos and an area of native 
grass and pine rockland plants. 
• Parking: Carpooling is encouraged to limit congestion and 
impact on the neighbors.  Park around the neighborhood on the 
swales, angle park in front of Mary’s house.  Please leave the 
driveway open for drop off or handicapped parking. 
• Refreshments: You are welcome to bring simple finger-food 
refreshments or drinks to share.  Cups, ice, dessert plates, napkins 
provided. 
• Mary invites you to dig up certain small volunteers if you’d 
like.  She can supply pots, soil, tools. 
• Plant raffle: Thank you for your donations!  Please label each 
plant with at least the common name, but more information is 
welcome, including scientific name, plant info, your name, etc.  
Use a slip of paper taped to the pot, or write on a piece of tape.  
 

• Questions?  DadeFNPS@gmail.com or call/text 305-985-3677 
 

Past presentations: See the DCFNPS YouTube channel (or at 
DadeFNPS.org, see links to YouTube).  Click the Videos tab to 
see all programs recorded since June 2020, including June 2022: 
“Beekeeping and Pollinators” by Daniel Calzadilla. 
 
 

 
ARTICLES: 

● “Eight Moths of Miami Pine Rocklands and Their  
Native Host Plants” − by Lydia Cuni 

● “A New King to Be Crowned” − by Jim Duquesnel 
 

FIELD TRIP: Nixon Smiley Pineland Preserve 
(formerly Tamiami Pineland) 
Saturday, August 13 
 
Time, address and directions are in the newsletter mailed to 
members. Please join to enjoy all the activities of the chapter! 
 
This 120-acre Miami-Dade County Environmentally Endangered 
Lands preserve is one of the largest expanses of natural area left 
in suburban Miami and presents the opportunity to observe the 
area's landscape heterogeneity prior to widespread human 
development.  This preserve is uniquely characterized by 
expanses of sandy soil and limestone outcroppings, with the 
ecotone between pineland and prairie present here.  It is one of the 
most biodiverse sites in the county with at least 275 plant species. 
It is habitat for endangered, rare and interesting native plants such 
as Brickellia mosieri (Florida Brickell-bush), Ipomoea tenuissima 
(rockland morninglory), Asclepias verticillata (whorled 
milkweed), and Physostegia purpurea (false dragonhead).  The 
preserve recently burned and will be at 3-months post burn when 
we visit. 

Calendar 
https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/  

 

July 23 (Sat.): Annual evening yard visit and social 
August 13: Field trip – Nixon Smiley Pineland Preserve 
August (TBA): Chapter workday - Everglades National Park 

 

Other events of interest 
July 16: Miami-Dade Adopt-a-Tree (free trees!) 
July 16: Latino Conservation Week “Planta Patrol” walk 
July 19, August 16:  Dade Native Plant Workshop (in person) 
     and Florida Keys Native Plant Virtual Workshop  
Aug. 4: Fee Free Day at national parks (including Everglades) 
    (Anniversary of the Great American Outdoors Act) 
Aug. 7: Miami Blue Chapter North Am. Butterfly Assoc.  
             meeting (details TBA) 
 

More events, news and photos in the newsletter. 
No newsletter or meeting in August.   

Questions: DadeFNPS@gmail.com, call/text 305-985-3677 

mailto:DadeFNPS@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmassuC5-OsAX2KsRYQ6X5A
https://dade.fnpschapters.org/
https://dade.fnpschapters.org/events/
https://www.nps.gov/ever/planyourvisit/fee-free-days.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/infrastructure/gaoa.htm
http://miamiblue.org/


 

 
Difficulty: Moderate. Unpaved paths. Some areas are very rocky 
but we will mostly stay on a less rocky trail. 
Bring/wear: Water, sun protection, long pants. Sturdy, closed 
shoes or boots are important in this rocky pineland. A walking 
stick might be helpful to some people where rocks occur 
Notes: No restrooms.  Pets are not allowed in the preserve. 
Leaders: Lydia Cuni, field biologist, Fairchild Tropical Botanic 
Garden and Tiffany Melvin, preserve manager, Miami-Dade 
County Environmentally Endangered Lands 

 
Nixon Smiley Pineland post burn – photo by Lydia Cuni 
 
 
 

 
“Green Palmetto Award” in the 
education category presented by FNPS  
to Steve Woodmansee.   

The Dade Chapter nominated Steve for this award, which was 
announced at the FNPS virtual Annual Meeting on June 25.   Only 
the nomination summary is below, but of many of you know and 
benefit from Steve’s many contributions.   Congratulations and 
thanks, Steve!  
 

Steve has been the Dade Chapter’s tireless native plant guru for 
over 20 years, an engaging and generous fount of knowledge 

about South Florida flora, fauna and 
natural areas.  He is widely respected 
for his skill as a professional biologist 
and a teacher and for his lifelong 
(native Miamian) connection to 
nature.  He readily shares his “plant 
wisdom” with the Dade Chapter and 
wider community through 

presentations, field trips and articles, both on his own time and 
professionally.  His efforts give the next generation of experts a 
boost, educate (and entertain) us all, and bring new members to 
FNPS.  For many years, he has been especially known as a lover 
of native (and a few non-native) “lawn weeds”, instructing on 
their identification and promoting them as important plants for 
butterflies and other insects, while also advocating for less 
mowing and lawn care. 

 
 
 
           DADE CHAPTER and FNPS NEWS 

 

Thank you to outstanding past board members!  At the June 
meeting the Dade Chapter board presented (in absentia) Amy 
Leonard, Gita Ramsay and Kurt Birchenough with framed 
awards of appreciation for their many years of service.  All served 
in multiple positions but most notably: Amy (serving from 2003-
2021) was president several terms and was in charge of our annual 

Native Plant Day for 14 years.  Gita (serving from 2009-2021) 
was secretary for 9 years, sent the chapter emails, and recruited 
volunteers for events. Kurt (serving 2012-present) was president 
for 6 years and continues on the board as Past President as well as 

our FNPS Council of Chapters Representative.  
   The awards feature artworks from local Miami artist Kim Heise, 
showcasing different native plants and interrelated wildlife, as 
well as a personalized nameplate.  A special thanks to Susan 
Walcutt, DCFNPS Treasurer, who diligently oversaw the 
production of the framed awards.  

 − Brian Diaz, President DCFNPS 
 
DCFNPS Everglades National Park workdays.  Help with our 
habitat restoration landscape maintenance at the Ernest F. Coe 
Visitor Center.  We will have a workday in August (date TBA) 
and every other month (Saturday 9 a.m. – noon).  New 
volunteers: Please contact Patty (pharespl@gmail.com) for 
details.  All volunteers on the list will be informed once the 
date is decided.  
 
Welcome new members!  Jeannette Fresnedo and Andre 
Dominguez, Linda Pollack, Katie Rainwater, Frank Singleton MD 
 
 
MORE NEWS and THINGS TO DO 
 

Latino Conservation Week 

 
You can’t read the tiny print above, so click here: 
https://latinoconservationweek.com/events/2022-events/item/1472 
Free with RSVP: https://forms.gle/9kkU6n8jLD8nWzAK9 
The walk is on the “Underline” below the Metrorail and meets at 
Brickell Station. 
 

The Miami Beach Botanical Garden is seeking applicants for 
Executive Director, Operations Manager, and Director of 
Horticulture.  https://www.mbgarden.org/employment/.  It would 
be nice to have applicants with South Florida native plant 
knowledge and a passion for sustainability! 
 

Dade Native Plant Workshop - at the MDC Kendall Campus.  
nativeplantworkshop.ning.com/.  This free public workshop meets 
at 5 PM, Tuesdays.  Novices and experts alike are welcome! 
July 19: Pine rockland shrubs.   
August 16: TBA (see the website)

mailto:pharespl@gmail.com
https://latinoconservationweek.com/events/2022-events/item/1472-
https://forms.gle/9kkU6n8jLD8nWzAK9
https://www.mbgarden.org/employment/
http://nativeplantworkshop.ning.com/


 

Florida Keys Native Plant Workshop (virtual meeting).   
July 19, 5:30 PM: Duane and Susan Kolterman will present on 
Sapotaceae.  August 16: TBA.  For more info or to be added to 
the mailing list: FKNPW@outlook.com.  
 

Miami-Dade County Adopt-a-Tree events: July 16 and Sept. 
24.  Miami-Dade County single-family and duplex homeowners 
can receive up to two free trees per year, selecting from several 
fruit or native species.  More than 217,000 trees have been 
adopted since the program's inception in 2001!  Details here.   
 

 
Paid advertising 

Veber's Jungle Garden, Inc., is selling off all inventory at 
discounted rates. It's time to retire and downsize.  Red stopper, 
Spanish stopper, saw palmetto, coontie, black ironwood, pigeon 
plum, Thrinax radiata, white indigoberry, shiny-leaf, Bahama and 
soft-leafed wild coffees, and so much more!  Mostly 3, 7, 15 gal.  
Call for an appointment if you're interested in coming down. 
More than half the nursery is already gone, so don't wait too long!  
Please bring your friends and neighbors.  Cash or check only. 
Leslie Veber, 305-242-9500 or text 305-282-6918.  
24605 SW 197 Ave, Homestead FL 33031 

 
 

National Moth Week - July 23 – 31, 2022 
 
Eight Moths of Miami Pine Rocklands and Their 
Native Host Plants  
by Lydia Cuni 
Photos by Lydia Cuni, Joe Montes de Oca, Scott Sutherland 
and Noah Frade 
 
When visiting a recently burned pine rockland full of fresh new 
foliage, you’re likely to come across all kinds of cool critters.  
Many familiar with the habitat know that you will especially run 
into caterpillars of the (1) echo moth (Seirarctia echo) scrambling 
across the ground in search of the next coontie (Zamia 
integrifolia), one of their larval host plants.  The echo moth is 
easily one of the most commonly observed moth species in the 
pine rockland.  
 

According to iNaturalist, the top two most commonly observed 
moths in Miami-Dade County are the (2) io moth (Automeris io) 
and the (3) polka dot wasp moth (Syntomeida epilais).  The 
former’s larval stage is much more polyphagous than the latter, 
meaning io moth caterpillars feed on a wider variety of plants.  In 
pine rocklands, they can be found eating Florida trema (Trema 
floridanum), wax myrtle (Morella cerifera), buttonwood 
(Conocarpus erectus) and cocoplum (Chrysobalanus icaco).  The 
caterpillars of the day-flying polka dot wasp moth, also known as 
the oleander moth after its non-native host plant, feed exclusively 
on plants in the dogbane or milkweed family, Apocynaceae, like 
the pineland allamanda (Angadenia berteroi).  A stunning day-
flying moth in the pine rockland that similarly feeds on 
Apocynaceous plants, such as devil’s potato (Echites umbellatus), 
is the (4) faithful beauty (Composia fidelissima), also known as 
the Uncle Sam moth for its iridescent red, white, and blue 
patterning.  

A fairly common pine rockland moth is the day-flying (5) ornate 
bella moth (Utetheisa ornatrix), also known as the rattlebox moth 
after its larval hosts, rattlebox plants. Native host plants are low 
rattlebox (Crotalaria pumila) and rabbitbells (Crotalaria 
rotundifolia).  
 

A rare moth in Miami-Dade County, the (6) Florida oakworm 
moth (Anisota consularis) has perhaps only been observed in the 
Richmond pine rocklands, where its caterpillars feed on running 
oak (Quercus pumila).  
 

Another group of moths are the day-flying wasp-mimicking 
moths. The (7) yellow-banded wasp moth (Syntomeida 
ipomoeae) as its scientific name suggests feeds on Ipomoea 
species, or morninglory plants. In pine rocklands, it has a close 
association with state endangered man-in-the-ground (Ipomoea 
microdactyla). The (8) lesser wasp moth (Pseudocharis minima) 
is a small, slow-flying, state imperiled species whose pine 
rockland host plants are the state threatened quailberry 
(Crossopetalum illicifolium) and maidenberry (Crossopetalum 
rhacoma). 

 
An added note from Steve Woodmansee: 

The Yellow-Banded Wasp Moth 
(Syntomeida ipomoeae) is a native 
moth that found in Florida and 
southern Georgia.  Here it is 
nectaring on the native Metastelma 
(Cynanchum) blodgettii, or 
Blodgett’s swallow-wort (a vine 
with small white flowers, there is a 
visible flower to the left of the 

mailto:FKNPW@outlook.com
https://www.miamidade.gov/global/service.page?Mduid_service=ser1467835324112359
https://nationalmothweek.org/


 

moth).  It is diurnal, and is most active during the day.  Larvae 
(caterpillars) of this moth feed on members of the genus Ipomoea.  
Can you think of any reasons why it may mimic wasps? 
 
 
A NEW KING TO BE CROWNED 
by Jim Duquesnel 
 
A champion tree is one determined to be the largest of its species, 
according to a standard formula in which points are awarded 
based on trunk circumference, height and crown spread.  To be 
eligible, trees must be native or naturalized to the United States; 
species considered “invasive” are ineligible. Currently, more than 
900 species are considered eligible. Many states (perhaps all) 
maintain a similar registry of their own; Florida’s Division of 
Forestry is our record keeper. The National Registry of Champion 
trees is maintained by American Forests Association, and each 
October or November, they unveil their annual update. In 2021, 
the National Register of Champion Trees listed 700 of the 
largest and most impressive trees in the United States. Florida had 
the most champions, more than 100, with Virginia (96) and Texas 
(78) placing second and third. 

 
In 2006, Islamorada, the Village of Islands, announced having 
obtained a grant from the State’s Florida Forever program, and 
using it to acquire land to be set aside as a new preserve and 
environmental education center.  I stopped by to look at the city’s 
new “Green Turtle Hammock Nature Preserve” and immediately 
noticed a small grove of massive gumbo-limbo trees (Bursera 
simaruba).  Of the half-dozen trees, the biggest one was surely 
large enough to vie for champion status.  When my friend Pete 
Frezza was hired as Islamorada, Village of Islands’ Conservation 
Manager, I suggested they nominate the biggest of the gumbo-
limbo trees for US Champion.  On August 24, 2021, my 
measurements of the tree brought Mark Torok (then Florida 
Division of Forestry’s Urban Forester) to Islamorada and together 
we confirmed measurements granting the tree 179 points, easily 
beating 2021’s co-champions (with 155 and 153 points each), and 
resulting in American Forests Association receiving our 
nomination of “New National Challenger” for the National 
Champion for this species. 
  
One note about the longevity of Florida’s champion trees, they are 
not always so gently “dethroned” by some newly discovered 
challenger.  It is likely that as many trees lose their champion 
ranking after they are decapitated by storms or lightning, after 
which the crown passes to the closest runner-up(s). 
 

Click on PK number below to see details. 
PK Title Status Total 

Points 
Crown 
Spread Hgt Circum-

ference County 

TBA 2022 
Challenger Nominated 179 111 37 128 Monroe 

124 Discontinued Complete 0 0 0 0 Manatee 

214 

National Co-
Champion Complete 155 60 36 104 Monroe 

1254 

National Co-
Champion Complete 153 43.5 48 94 Miami-

Dade 

898 Discontinued Complete 0 0 0 0 Miami-
Dade 

235 Discontinued Complete 0 0 0 0 Manatee 

  
Jim Duquesnel is a Florida Keys resident, currently the Assistant 
Land Steward, Monroe County Land Steward’s Office, and 
longtime member of the Dade Chapter FNPS. 
 
 
 

Membership and email   
• FNPS sends printed membership renewal notices only to members 
with no email address on file.  Renew at www.fnps.org/home or call 
FNPS at 321-271-6702 (the easiest way!). 
 

• If your membership lapses, you will receive one printed notice and 
monthly email reminders for up to a year until you renew. 
 

• Help ensure that you see email from FNPS and the Dade Chapter: 
Move FNPS or DCFNPS email out of junk/spam/promotions and into 
your inbox, and add those sender addresses to your email contacts.  

► Please add DadeFNPS@gmail.com to your contacts list. ◄ 
  Think you are missing email (from FNPS or Dade)?  Let us know! 
 
 

Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society 
For Miami-Dade and the Florida Keys 

Chapter communication:   DadeFNPS@gmail.com, 305-985-3677 
DCFNPS website & social media:          www.DadeFNPS.org/ 
Mail: Dade Chapter FNPS, 6619 S. Dixie Hwy, #181, Miami FL 33143-7919 
 

Board members (2022-2023): 
   President: Brian Diaz                      Vice-President: Steve Woodmansee 
   Secretary:  Lydia Cuni                    Treasurer: Susan Walcutt 
   At Large: Joey Basna, Riki Bonnema, Gwen Burzycki, Janeen Feiger, 
                    Jeanne Rothchild, Jennifer Stine 
   FNPS Council of Chapters representative: Kurt Birchenough   
 

Newsletter editor: Patty Phares 
Webmaster: Haniel Pulido Jr., dadefnpsweb@gmail.com 
 

 Tillandsia Newsletter 
Please contact the editor if you might like to join the Tillandsia staff. 
Articles, announcements and news items are invited for Tillandsia from Dade 
and Keys members.  Advertising rates from $12 per month. 
 

Florida Native Plant Society 
FNPS office:                                               info@fnps.org, 321-271-6702 
FNPS website, blog, social media:           http://www.fnps.org 

© 2022 Dade Chapter Florida Native Plant Society, Inc. 
 

 
To enjoy past FNPS Palmetto magazines,  

including the most recent in May, see 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CZbnnMEAdK_SxBeKoi

ko1EF4xRDcLngU 
You can choose whether to receive Palmetto  

by email or in print.   
To switch, contact FNPS. 
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